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William Carey (b. 17.08.1761)

Sri Aurobindo (b. 15.08.1872)

From the Desk of the General Secretary

Dear Members and Well-wishers,

The month of August appears to be very eventful in all senses of the term. We will step into the 76th year
of our Independence. We are also observing some continuing programmes of the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'.
There are some other important occasions to remember with the Indian Struggle for Freedom - directly or
indirectly. For example, National Flag was hoisted for the first time, even before Independence, in Parsi
Bagan, Calcutta on 7th August, 1906. The Quit India Day was called on 9th August in 1942. Rabindranath
Tagore laid the Foundation Stone of Mahajati Sadan on 19th August, 1939. The boycott call of all foreign
clothes was given by Mahatma Gandhi on 22nd August in 1921. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose took charge of
Azad Hind Fauz on 25th August in 1943. The Committee for drafting the Constitution of India was formed
under the Chairmanship of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on 29th August, 1947. The Society will take part in the
coming Library Festival in New Delhi being organised by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, on 5th
and 6th August, 2023 which will be inaugurated by the Hon’ble President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu.

The month of August also reminds us about the sordid story of dropping the atom bombs first in
Hiroshima on 6th August and then on Nagasaki on 9th August in 1945. This was the first large scale
atrocious attack on the humanity at large by the US Imperialists. Subsequently, the world also witnessed
the global initiative of bringing and maintaining peace all over the world beginning with the conference of
92 countries in Geneva in 1955.

In the academic domain we specially remember the presence of Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray
(b. 02.08.1861), Sri Aurobindo (b. 15.08.1872), William Carey (b. 17.08.1761). In their own formidable
way each one of them had made immense impact by contributing substantially for the development of
education and research in this country.

Friends, you will be glad to know that we had concluded the programme on centenary celebration
of Mrinal Sen by organising a seminar on 30.06.2023. While during inauguration of the same, lectures
were delivered by Sri Samik Bandyopadhyay, a noted litterateur and critic and others. Similarly during the
concluding progamme lectures were delivered by Sri Vidyarthy Chatterjee and others. In between some
films of Sri Sen were screened.

The Vice-Consul, In-charge of Cultural Affairs, Consulate General of Japan in Kolkata, Mr. Akira Maeda,
visited the Society along with two officials on 13.07.2023. The former Secretary, Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, Sri Raghvendra Singh, visited the Society on 12.07.2023 in connection with G-20
Exhibition in New Delhi to be held in September, 2023. An international webinar is being planned with the
Jagiellonian University of Poland and The Asiatic Society, Kolkata on 6th September, 2023 on 'Status of
Cultivation of Sanskrit as a Language in India and Poland’. A seminar was organised with Paschimbanga
Itihas Samsad on 22.07.2023 in remembrance of the centenary of late historian Professor Ranajit Guha.
The speakers were Professor Arun Bandopadhyay, Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, Professor Sukanta
Chaudhuri and Professor Ranijit Sen. Professor Subhas Ranjan Chakraborty presided over the programme and
offered his views. Another collaborative seminar has been planned on 5th August, 2023 with Sri Aurobindo
Bhavan, Kolkata on the occasion of 150 years of Sri Aurobindo. The Society will be represented by the
President, Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, Professor Tapati Mukherjee, Vice-President and former
Vice-Chancellor Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University and Dr. Shakti Mukherjee, officiating Research Officer. A
meeting of the newly enrolled members of the Society was convened on 26.07.2023 to apprise them about
the history and activities of this heritage institution. An Alzheimer's disease awareness programme was
convened on 27.07.2023. Initiative has been taken to recruit some Research Fellows at the Society very
soon.

Members are welcome to suggest any idea for the development of the Society.

Please keep well and safe. / A

/&m@ﬁ -

General Secretary



MEETING NOTICE '

AN ORDINARY MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING OF
THE ASIATIC SOCIETY WILL BE HELD ON
MONDAY, 7t1H AUGUST 2023 AT 5 PM. AT THE
VIDYASAGAR HALL OF THE SOCIETY

MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO KINDLY ATTEND THE MEETING

AGENDA

. Confirmation of the Minutes of the last Ordinary Monthly General Meeting
held on 3rd July, 2023.

. Exhibition of presents made to the Society in July, 2023.

. Notice of Intended Motion, if any, under Regulation 49(d).

. Matters of current business and routine matters for disposal under Regulation 49(f).

. Consideration of reports and communications from the Council as per Regulation 49(g).

. The following paper will be read by Dr. Pronoy Roy Chowdhury :
"A Critical Life Sketch of Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee : An Industrialist, Educationist,
Administrator and a Social Individual of Colonial Bengal"

J‘\.A
1 Park Street, Kolkata-700016 /4%&»40“’@ -

Dated : 20.07.2023

(S B Chakrabarti)
General Secretary
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A Critical Life Sketch of Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee:
An Industrialist, Educationist, Administrator and a
Social Individual of Colonial Bengal

Pronoy Roy Chowdhury
Deputy Superintending Engineer, Public Health Engineering Department, Government of West Bengal

Rajendra Nath Mookerjee was born on 23rd June 1854, at a small village called Bhyabla
near Basirhat, in present day North 24 Parganas of West Bengal. His father was Bhagawan
Chandra Mookerjee, who was a 'Muktear' in Barasat Court.

‘Rajen’ was the son from his third wife. His father
passed away when his age was only 6. Rajen
was very ill at his young age and was sent
to Agra to his maternal uncle’s house to
recuperate. He studied at the Saint
John's School, Agra, and later he
studied at the London Missionary
Society School, Bhowanipur.
After Matriculation, he joined
the Engineering Section of
the Presidency College for
obtaining a license in Civil
Engineering, but he was
forced to give up his studies

at the final year due to bad
health. A non-diplomat
youth in colonial Bengal
had to give a tough fight for
earning a living.

In colonial Bengal the
entire  Engineering based
industry was controlled by
British and other European
companies and Indians
were never encouraged to
participate in the business
ventures as they were treated
with hate by the British rulers.

His earliest business venture Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee
KCIE, KCVO, MIME (UK), FASB, DSc(Engg.)
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was at the site of Palta Water Works in
Barrackpore, Kolkata which he got on the
recommendation of a British Engineer called
Sir Bradford Leslie who was the then Chief
Engineer of Kolkata Municipal Corporation.
Later he constructed the foundation portion
of the famous Tallah Water Tank. As his
reputation spread far and wide he executed
water works at Allahabad and Oudh in
erstwhile United Province. The firm Martin &
Co.was launched in the year 1892 which was
a partnership of Thomas Acquinas Martin
with R. N. Mookerjee as the junior partner.
The company was primarily engaged in
water worksinstallations around the country.
Later on business was diversified to laying of
feeder lines for railways called Martin light
railways for improving communication to
the furthest parts of the country.

Rajendra Nath Mookerjee was notonly a
prominent business magnet but he also had
many social achievements. In colonial days
even prominent Indians were not allowed at
important social clubs and societies, like The
Bengal Club, Calcutta. It was for exclusive
occupation by the British and Europeans.
In a protest Rajen started the first Anglo-
European Club called Calcutta Club in 1907,
with Maharajadhiraj of Burdwan, Maharaja
of Coochbehar and Nizam of Hyderabad.

His company, Martin & Co. was
responsible for construction of many
magnificent building structures of Calcutta
such as the Mysore Memorial, dedicated
to the memory of Chamaraja Wodeyar, the
young Maharaja of Mysore who died of
diphtheria at a young age of 32 at Calcutta,
The Chartered Bank Building at BBD Bag
Calcutta (1908), The Esplanade Mansion, a
Multi-storeyed Flat Building, funded by the
Jewish Business Magnate David Elias Ezra in
1910, the HSBC Building of the Hong Kong
Bank and the Council House (Bidhan Sabha
Bhavan) in 1931.

However the crowning glory of Rajen’s
career as a builder was expressed in the
beautiful marble edifice built in the memory
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of Queen Victoria at Kolkata Maidan,
conceived by Lord Curzon, Victoria Memorial
Hall. Martin and Co. under Rajendra
Nath accomplished this famous project.
Construction started in 1906 and was finally
opened in 1920. The Architect of the project
was Sir William Emerson. Sir Rajendra Nath
Mookerjee received the highest order of
Knighthood Knight Commander of Victorian
Order (KCVO) for the high achievement of
his firm Martin and Co. in completing the
work of Victoria Memorial Hall with such
grandeur. Before that in 1911, Rajendra Nath
became Sheriff of Kolkata. Also in 1911,
he was knighted with the K. C. I. E. (Knight
Commander of the Indian Empire).

Along with Thomas Acquinas Martin,
Rajendra Nath Mookerjee started the Bengal
Iron Works at Kulti, Asansol in the year 1918.

Sir Rajendra Nath was a cynosure of
the Bengal Business Community and he
was invited to many grand occasions. The
Sixth Indian Industrial Conference was
held at Allahabad on 8th December, 1910.
The Conference was presided by Sir R. N.
Mookerjee. In his speech he began saying:
—"“The prosperity of the country should be
our first thought and, | venture to think that
the gratification of our political aspiration is
of little avail, if this be lost sight of. ”

The Indian Industrial Commission was
formed in 1916 under the Presidentship of
Sir Thomas Holland to enquire about the
prospect of Industrialisation in India. Sir R. N.
Mookerjee was a prominent member of the
Commission. The Commission visited whole
of India to take evidence of possibility of
industrialisation in India.

Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee was the
President at the eighth Session of the Indian
Science Congress in 1921, at Kolkata, the
title of Presidential Address was 'On Science
and Industry’ In his presidential speech he
confined his remarks on the relationship
between science and industry — “Science
he referred to as organised knowledge and
industry its practical application....In Past the
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businessmen were inclined to disregard the
usefulness of science as applied to industry
or accepted its benefits without being
conscious of their source, but they are now
firmly convinced that scienceis aninvaluable
aid to the development and advancement
of industry, and that the dissemination of
scientific knowledge with its experiments
and discoveries is an essential condition
of industrial progress. They are moreover
fully alive to the fact that applied science is
nothing but application of pure science to
a particular problem, the solution of which
some manufacturer has found necessary
in order to improve, if not indeed in some
cases to save his business. The improvement
in manufacturing process can only be
achieved by application of science and the
prosperity of any industry is based on this
fundamental truth... ' He went on to say,
“If India is to advance commercially and
also economically, she must spend money
on scientific investigations. The scientific
investigator should be provided with means
and facilities necessary for the proper
pursuit of his work. If scientific research is
to yield maximum benefit to the industry,
research students must live in close touch
with industrial conditions.” He appealed for
a “"bridging the gap between the laboratory
and the shop.”

Sir R. N. Mookerjee was the inaugural
President of the Institution of Engineers
(India) on September 1921. In his Presidential
Address at the formal inauguration of the
Institution on February 23, 1921, at the
hall of the Asiatic Society, Sir Rajendra
Nath Mookerjee said, “The Institution of
Engineers (India) which came into being
on the September 13, 1920 is the result of
general desire of those Engineers in India
who are members of the great parent
Institution in England — the Institution of
Civil Engineers, Mechanical Engineers and
Electrical Engineers, to form a corporate
body which should protect their interest,
provide means of exchange of views on

professional engineering matters and
medium of expression of authoritative
opinions on engineering problems of public
interest ... "

Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee was
the Chairman of the Governing body of
the Bengal Engineering College, Shibpur
in 1919-1921. Under his Chairmanship
various Engineering departments of the
college were organised and students of
Mechanical Engineering of the college were
sent to Kanchrapara Railway Workshop of
East Bengal Railway for getting practical
training as apprentice. At one of the
prize distribution ceremony of Bengal
Engineering College, Shibpur, he once
deliberated before the fresh engineers who
have just graduated, “I propose to take this
opportunity of addressing a few works of
advice to you, students and | sincerely hope
you will receive these works as coming from
one of yourselves, who has been through
the self-same course. | heartily congratulate
those who have won prizes and also those
who have successfully passed their final
examination.To those who have either failed
to win a prize or to show special proficiency
in any subject. | would ask to bear in mind
that an examination test is not invariably
the only or best criteria of a man’s successful
scientific or professional career and that a
dull beginning is often the best prelude to
subsequent brightness. | have always taken
a keen interest in profession of engineering
and particularly in the students of this
college and whatever | now say be way of
advice | say with the sole object of helping
those students who are about to leave this
college to enter upon their professional
careers. There is a standing reproach, which
in my opinion is not altogether unjustly
laid against Indian especially Bengalese,
that we do not, generally speaking, make
sound and practical engineers. It is said
that we lack power of initiative, that we are
wanting in pluck (courage to meet danger
and difficulty) and they fail in administrative
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ability. | am confident that there is nothing
in our blood which permanently disqualifies
us from becoming sound and practical
engineers...” He went on to impress upon,
“...Do not be disappointed by failures,
the saying 'Perseverance is the mother of
success' is more true in this than in any other
profession.”

In 1922 SirR.N. Mookerjee presided over
an expert committee of Engineers formed
to advise the then Bengal Government on
selection of appropriate structure for the
proposed New Howrah Bridge across river
Hooghly between the twin city of Howrah
and Kolkata. The committee unanimously
recommended for the construction of a
cantilever bridge across river Hooghly. Once
while speaking at the dinner organised by
the European Association (Calcutta Branch)
on 12th June, 1927, Sir Francis Stanley
Jackson, the then Lieutenant Governor of
Bengal referred, “...above all it should be
a structure worthy of Calcutta the second
city of the Empire. | have nothing to do
with the proposed new bridge, and | should
have been pleased if those responsible
were after consultation to recommend a
permanent and solid structure as suggested
by the committee provided over by Sir
Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, as the most
suitable and | believe utilizations of the most
economic bridge that could be erected is
of the cantilever type!” The Howrah Bridge
construction started in the year 1936 and
was completed in 1942. The Suspended
Cantilever Steel Truss Bridge, stands tall for
81 years, bearing the burden of humanity
and vehicular load which cross it relentlessly.
The bridge bears the legacy of Sir Rajen.

A committee was formed by the then
Secretary of State under the Chairmanship
of Sir William Acworth, Bar-at-Law, to
enquire into the administration of Indian
Railways in 1920-21. Sir R. N. Mookerjee was
animportant member of the committee. The
committee recommended that the Indian
Railways should have a separate budget,
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and it should be presented at the Legislative
Assembly by the member-in-charge of
the Railways and not the Finance member.
In independent India, until few days ago
this separate budget of Indian railways
was presented at the Union Parliament by
the Railways Minister and it was separate
budget from the General Budget put up by
the Finance Minister. This provision was kept
for the exceptional significance of the Indian
Railways in the economic and commercial
interest of the country. However this practice
is discontinued now.

Sir R. N. Mookerjee had a long 27 years of
association with the Asiatic Society of Bengal.
He was elected to the office of the President
of the Asiatic Society for the term 1924-25 and
1925-26. He succeeded to the Chair after Dr.
Thomas Nelson Annandale, a British Zoologist
and the Founding Director of Zoological
Survey of India. Sir R. N. Mookerjee being a
practical engineer and industrialist took much
effort to effectively develop the Society. The
building of the Asiatic Society was renovated,
an emphasis was made to improve the
member strength. Sir Rajen appealed to Indian
Princes, Landlords and Fellows of the Society
to contribute to its fund. Effort was taken to
improve the accounts of the Society and
develop its Library and bind the rare books
and historical manuscripts at the possession
of the Library of the Society. He deliberated
while giving the annual address, “...love of
knowledge lies dormant in every human
breast, rouse it and create a zeal for promotion
of knowledge and you will be fulfilling the test
for admission to the ranks of the Society as
laid down by our great founder. In the crusade
for knowledge and enlightenment for
everyone should be welcome and it behoves
us to consider the world as our recruiting
ground, accepting the lowly as well the great
with equal pleasure. Let the inscription of Sir
William Jones’s monument speak to every one
of us: Who thought none below him but the
base and the unjust, none above him but the
wise and the virtuous”
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Lord Lytton the then Lt. Governor of
Bengal and Patron of the Asiatic Society
during his speech at the Society in 1925
indicated”Like his predecessor, Dr. Annandale
Sir Rajendra Nath shines through his innate
modesty that seeks ever to conceal his
merits. The modesty has led him to represent
himself as a plain businessman with little title
to be President of a learned Society, but the
thoughtful and instructive address which he
has just delivered in sufficient vindication of
the soundness of your choice in selecting
him as President and the valuable work he
has done for the Society for the past year
has been fittingly recognized by selection
of him to a second year of office..." “Sir
Rajendra Nath is a striking instance of truism
of which Sir Asutosh Mookerjee was also
so remarkable an example, that those who
have least of leisure manage to devote the
most time to interest outside their normal
occupation. The benevolent activities in this
city appears to be concentrated among a few
public spirited energetic men, it will be well
if others would emulate their enthusiasm
and share with them the work of which so
much remains to be done. ..." He would go
on to certify, “Sir Rajendra Nath's connection
with the Society is a guarantee that it will be
administered on economical and efficient
lines and the policy he has outlined shall
give us confidence in his high ideals that will
continue to inspire the Society. ”

Sir R. N. Mookerjee was for long time
associated with the Engineering Faculty of
Calcutta University, he was the Dean of the
Faculty of Engineering of Calcutta University
in the year 1931 and in the same year he
received Honorary Doctor of Science from the
University of Calcutta. He was the first Engineer
to be bestowed with the Honorary Degree of
D.Sc. (Engg,) from Calcutta University.

The then Chancellor of Calcutta
University, Sir Francis Stanley Jackson, the
Lt. Governor of Bengal deliberated at the
Annual Convocation of the University on
28th February, 1931, “The decision to confer

Honorary degrees upon Sir Rajendra Nath
Mookerjee, Dr. Hemchandra Maitra and
Dr. Bently, will | feel sure be received with
general satisfaction and pleasure. It is my
privilege to be personally acquainted with
all of them and | feel that it would have
been difficult to find any in our midst whose
record of service in their particular spheres
could be regarded as more deserving for the
Honour.”

The Ramakrishna Temple Belur Math
was completed in the year 1932 by Martin
& Company as per instruction issued by
Swami Vijnanananda, a direct disciple of Sri
Ramakrishna. Swami Vivekananda died in
the year 1902 and 30 years after his death
as per direction of Vivekananda, Swami
Vijnanananda who was also a Civil Engineer,
completed the temple of Sri Ramakrishna.
That was one of the greatest achievements
of Sir R. N. Mookerjee's career who was then
the proprietor of the firm Martin & co.

Sir R. N. Mookerjee passed away on May
15th, 1936 at the ripe age of 82. A Kilometre
long procession of mourners took his body
for the last rites at Keoratala Burning Ghat. His
last rites were performed following the Hindu
norms, by his elder son Mr. J. N. Mookerjee.

Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee was a
unique personality; he had the combination
of an Industrialist, Civil Engineer, Administrator
and Educationist in him. At the effort of the
friends and admirers of Sir R. N. Mookerjee,
a 6 feet Statue of him in pure Italian marble
was erected at the Dalhousie Square on 1st
February, 1938, which was inaugurated by
Lord Brabourne, the then Lt. Governor. He said
at the occasion,“It is my great regret that | have
come too late to Bengal to know this great
personality. He has left behind a reputation
for fair dealing and integrity firmness without
hardness of spirit, and for personal charm and
ease of manner which enable him to hold
with dignity a position to which few of his
countrymen have attained and for which he is
held in affectionate remembrance by person
of all races and creeds. ”
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The statue of Sir R. N. Mookerjee was
later shifted and now stands elegantly at the
eastern side garden surrounding the Victoria
Memorial Hall. The statue was sculpted by
Sri Gopeshwar Pal, who had also sculpted
among many other statues the statue of Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahansa installed at the
Ramakrishna Temple Belur Math.

While giving a speech at the annual
dinner organised by the Bombay Centre
of the Institution of Engineers (India), on
20th November 1939, the famous Civil
Engineer, and the fatherly figure of modern
Engineering Sir M. Visvesvaraya deliberated
that “.. Many eminent English engineers have
developed productive and other Public works
by their ability and devotion to duty. Among

the Indians we have had some outstanding
Engineers like Sir Lala Gangaram, Sir Rajendra
Nath Mookerjee and others.”

The reference of Sir Rajendra Nath
Mookerjee among outstanding Indian
Engineers by Sir Visvesvaraya is a clear
testimony of the reverence in which Sir Rajen
was held in the Engineering community.

His legacy lives on, the undying spirit
of Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjeg, is found in
every speck of modern city life of Calcutta.
It may be easily said, ‘there is a little bit of Sir
Rajen in the life of every denizen of Calcutta’
His legacy was continued by Sir Biren, one
of his sons who was also an Engineer, and
Industrialist, his wife was none other but
Lady Ranu Mookerjee.
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The Dialectics of Interaction between 'l' and 'Me'

in Society

In a talk on 'Indira Gandhi Memorial
Lecture' given by Swami Suparnanandaji
Maharaj on 'Living a Meaningful Life' at The
Asiatic Society held on 22nd June, 2023,
Suparnanandaji elaborated the idea that the
challenge of making one’s living meaningful
is to synthesise the urge to love and the
desire to be loved. While one is the need of
the body, the other is the need of the mind.
To be loved requires living for others and
sacrificing one’s ego. The demands of the
body are primal and temporal whereas the
demands of the mind are more subtle and
ethereal. Constant endeavour is required
for the ‘sublimation’ of the mind. Education
essentially implies training in ethics &
morality and societal knowledge in the form
of art, literature, etc. which constitute the
mental food.

In Sociological and Social Psychological
Literature, this dialectical relation between
the body and the mind is nicely theorised
by developing the concepts of ‘I' and ‘Me’
‘I' represent the essence of the personality
of an individual - the singularity of
his perception and orientation which
distinguishes him from others. Whereas ‘Me’
refers to the perception of the individual
who looks at himself from the standpoint
of others. When an individual commits an
act, it is the combined product of his needs,
wishes and impulses whereas at the same
time he is aware of how others are likely to
view his act.

Gorge Herbart Mead, who is the great
exponent of the development of this theory,
known as the Symbolic International Theory,
identifies two aspects or phases of the self,
which he labels as the ‘I"and ‘Me’ As Mead
puts it "the self is essentially a social process
going on with these two distinguishable
phases.” The ‘I’ and the ‘Me’" are processes
within the larger process of the self. I’ refers
to the initiative on the part of the individual.
Mead lays great stress on the ‘I' for four
reasons. First, it is the key source of novelty
in the social process. Second, Mead believes
that it is in the ‘I that our most important
values are located. Third, the ‘I' constitutes
something that we all seek - the realisation of
the self. It is the ‘I' that permits us to develop
a definite personality. Finally, Mead sees
an evolutionary process in history in which
people in primitive societies are dominated
more by ‘Me’ whereas the modern societies,
there is a greater component of ‘I Thus, ‘I’
is the source of dynamism and creativity.
Changes in society are initiated not only
by the great figures - the leaders - but also
by individuals on a day-to-day basis. An
individual’s biographical articulation is a
unique mix of I'and ‘Me’,

The ‘I' of an individual is dialectically
related with his ‘Me’ which is an "organised
set of attitude of others which one himself
assumes". Through ‘Me; an individual adopts
the ‘generalised other. When an individual
acts, his acts are not only influenced by his
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own interest, propensities and orientations,
but he is also conscious of how ‘others’ will
view his action. So ‘Me’ is dominated by
conformism - a type of conformism to live
with others about which he is habituated. It
is through the ‘Me’ that society dominates
the individual. Indeed, social control is the
dominance of the expression of ‘Me’ over the
expression of the I’ It is not something from
above or from outside - it is the control of
the individual by the individual’s internalised
society. The ‘Me’ allows the individual to live
comfortably in the social world while his ‘I’
makes the change of the society possible.
Mead elaborates his idea of social control in
his celebrated work ‘Mind, Self and Society"
As he says "social control, as operating
in terms of self criticism, exerts itself so
intimately and extensively over individual
behaviour or conduct, serving to integrate
the individual and his action with reference
to the organised social process of experience
and behaviour in which he is implicated".
Again "self criticism is essentially social
criticism, and behaviour controlled socially.
Hence, social control, far from tending
to crush out the human behaviour or to
obliterate his self conscious individuality,
is, on the contrary, actually constitutive
of and inextricably associated with that
individuality." (Mind, Self and Society : from
the Standpoint of a Social Behaviourist, 1962,
p. 255).

To some, this may sound as social
determination of individual conduct and
behavior but there is enough scope of
individual autonomy and decision making
within this broad social framework. Society
does not stagnate with the meaningless
enforcement of its rules and procedures.
There is the vital role of thinking and
interacting individuals. The ‘Me’ component
of the individual allows the individual to live
comfortably in the social world, whereas
the ‘I component of the individual ensures
a dynamic role allowing initiatives and
innovation through which society gets a
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steady inclusion of new developments and
ideas which prevent it from stagnating. The'l'
and the ‘Mg’ are thus part of the whole social
process and allow both individuals and
society to function more effectively. Society,
in that sense, represents the organised
set of responses that are taken over by the
individual in the form of ‘Me’ Thus, in the
sense, individual carry society around with
them, giving them the ability, through self
criticism, to control themselves.

Institutions provide the pillars through
which this commonality of thought and
action are ensured. Social institutions imply
the ‘common response of the community’
or ‘the life habits of the community’. The
identical set of response on the part of the
community ensures thatthe community runs
smoothly. Individual carry this organised
set of response and attitude around them,
which also serve as ‘controlling’ agencies,
which is largely done through the ‘Me'.

The Social Self

Education, both formal and informal,
refers to the process by which the common
habits of the community are ‘internalised’in
the actor. The development of this process of
internalisation is not automatic as because
people neither have selves nor are the
genuine members of the community until
they can respond to themselves as the larger
community does. To do so, people must
have internalised the common attitude of
the community.

The process of internalisation of the
attitudes of ‘others’ or the ‘generalised other;
is an interesting process. In order to develop
selves, people must be able to get ‘outside
themselves, so that they can evaluate
themselves, so that they can become objects
to themselves. Everyone is an important
part of this experiential process. Individuals
see themselves through the eyes of others,
they become objects to themselves, they
seek to examine themselves impersonally,
objectively and without emotion. An
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individual is physically beautiful not because
he thinks that he is beautiful, not even
because that others think that he is beautiful
but because he thinks that others think that
he is beautiful. So this is the essence of
objectification and it is essentially a social
process developing out of social interaction.

The genesis of the notion of self in the
mind of individual is an interesting and
evolving process. Itis notan inherited inborn
aptitude but grows as the child comes
into contact with others, more particularly,
with the significant others. Mead says,
there are two stages in the development
of the notion of ‘self, viz.,, the play stage
and the game stage. At the play stage the
child begins to learn to take the attitude
of others to themselves, "playing at being
someone else". Children may play at being
‘mummy’ and ‘daddy’ and in the process
can both become a subject and object and
begins to become able to build a self. But
at the game stage, at a subsequent point of
development, the child recognises the role
of all others involved in the game. As for
example, in a baseball play or in a football
play the player must take into cognizance
the position and expected role of everybody
else involved in the play and strategize his
moves accordingly. While, the previous stage
involves taking the role of ‘significant others;,
in the later stage it involves taking the
role of the ‘generalised others. "So the self
reaches its full development by organising
these individual attitudes of others into the
organised social or group attitude, and by
thus becoming an individual reflection of
the general systematic pattern of social or
group behaviour in which it and others are
involved" (Mead, ibid, p.158). In other words
to have a self, one must be a member of the
community and be directed by the attitudes
common to the community.

It is thus clear, from Mead’s analysis that
the propensity is to give priority to the social;
since it is through the ‘generalised other’
that the group influences the behaviour of

individuals. Society represents the organized
set of responses that are taken over by
the individual in the form of ‘Me’ Thus, in
this sense, individual carry society around
them, giving them the ability through self
criticism to control themselves. So, whereas
society creates individuals, institutions need
not destroy individuality or stifle creativity.
Institutions should define what people
ought to do in a very broad and general
sense and should allow plenty of rooms for
individuality or creativity. Institutions both
constrain individuals and also enable them
to be creative individuals.

The Place of Individual

The ability to think differentiates human
beings from non-humans. Thinking is an
attribute of mind but mind itself is a social
product. So mind functions within the broad
contours of society. But individuals in human
society are not mechanically motivated
by external or internal forces beyond their
control. The ability to think enables people
to act reflectively rather than just behave
unreflexively. People must often construct
and guide themselves about what they do
rather than just mechanically following the
social dictats.

This crucial role of individuals within
the broad parameter of the society has
been emphasised in many other theoretical
formulations, including the Marxian
formulation and its mode of analysis. A
common criticism against Marxism is that
it is deterministic in nature, that the law
of dialectics guide the course of social
evolution, that human beings are just on
lookers without having anything to do
but succumb to this historical process. But
historical materialism does not dismiss the
role of individuals, of personality, in history
but sees this role in its historical context.
Though the fundamental starting point
of Marxian analysis is not the individual
but the society, yet Marx considered the
individual, his norms, wisdom and intellect
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as inseparably connected with the course
of evolution of the society. When social
conditions are appropriate and necessarily
demand a change, leaders appear and are
created in order to provide leadership.
Engels gives an example of this situation
from the post-revolution turmoil situation
in France. "Napoleon, just that particular
Corsican, should have been the military
dictator whom the French Republic,
exhausted by its own warfare, had rendered
it a necessity; but that, if a Napoleon had
been lacking, another would have filled
the place, is proved by the fact that the
man was always found as soon he became

necessary: Ceaser, Augustus, Cromwell etc"
(Marx and Engels - Correspondence pp.
467-468).

So under certain circumstances in
history the subjective factor can be decisive.
Though in the Marxist analysis, no person,
however, talented, capable or farsighted,
can determine the main course of the
historical development, which is shaped by
objective courses. However, under certain
circumstances, the role played by the
individual can be decisive as individual and
its leaders constitute the last decisive link in
the chain of causality.
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This is for general information that official Email IDs of The
Asiatic Society has been changed and the followings are the new
Email IDs, which will come into effect from 15 July 2023.

President president-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
General Secretary generalsecretary-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Treasurer treasurer-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Director director-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Librarian librarian-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Controller of Finance finance-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Administrative Officer adminofficer-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Accounts Officer accountsofficer-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Section Officer (Admin) soadmin-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Security Officer securityofficer-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Maintenance Engineer maintengg-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Conservation Officer conservofficer-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Publication Officer publiofficer-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Research Officer researchofficer-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Curator curator-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Reprography Officer reproofficer-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Systems Engineer sys-enggl@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
General Purpose asiaticsociety-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Membership membership-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Library library-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Academic & Research academic-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Publication publication-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Museum museum-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Tender tender-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Recruitment recruitment-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
All official communication to be made through provided Email IDs only.
s o
(B Chakrabart)
General Secretary
\—
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Visit of Professor P. C. Mahalanobis to China : His

Report and its Significance

Atis Kumar Dasgupta
Retired Professor of History, Indian Statistical Institute

After the historic Bandung Conference,
Chou-en-lai, Prime Minister of Peoples’
Republic of China, came to India and visited
Indian Statistical Institute on 9th December
1956. He was much impressed after a
discussion with Professor P. C. Mahalanobis
in the Institute and invited him to visit
China. In response to this request, Professor
Mahalanobis, along with his colleague Dr. D.
B. Lahiri, visited China in 1957 from 19th June
to 11th July and met Chou-en-lai and other
Chinese leaders and academicians, who were
involved in policy making on the statistical
system and the planning process in China.
Shortly after his return to India, Professor
Mahalanobis submitted, on 26th July 1957,
a confidential report to Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. A copy of this report,
entitled‘Some impressions of a visit to China,
has been preserved in P. C. Mahalanobis
Memorial Museum and Archives at Amrapali,
along with some rare photographs on Chou-
en-laiin Indian Statistical institute as wellas on
Mahalanobis in China. It may be worthwhile
to recollect Professor Mahalanobis, in 1957,
was Statistical Adviser to the Central Cabinet
and that Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), under
his guidance, had already taken a leading
role in the formulation of the framework for
the Second Five-Year Plan of the country.
The present paper would seek to briefly
analyse the rare report of Mahalanobis
on China with regard to three significant
aspects: first, the views of Mahalanobis on
the prevailing Chinese statistical system and
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how the Chinese leaders sought to learn from
Mahalanobis about the usefulness of random
sample survey in which he was a pioneer in
India; second, his appraisal and appreciation
of the Chinese planning process; and, third,
the general observations of Mahalanobis on
‘socialist reconstruction’in China.

Professor Mahalanobis began his report
by analysing both the organisational and
the methodological aspects of the statistical
system obtaining in China.

Soon after his arrival in Peking on 7th
June 1957, he found that his programme of
work was being jointly arranged there by
the National Statistical Bureau (NSB), the
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Planning Commission, the Peking University,
and the Peoples’ University. Hsue Nu-chiao
(Director of the National Statistical Bureau,
and the Vice-Chairman of the Planning
Commission) initiated the discussion and
informed Professor Mahalanobis how, since
1952, an integrated statistical system had
been built up in China, mostly on the Soviet
model and, at the same time, incorporating
certain  innovations corresponding  to
the special requirements of China. At
the organisational level, the National
Statistical Bureau (NSB) was the apex body
which, situated in Peking, was in charge of
practically the whole of the statistical work in
the Central Government. At the second level,
the statistical offices were there in about 20
provinces which would regularly report to
the NSB at Peking and which, in their turn,
would coordinate and guide the work of the
statistical offices in the Hsien (roughly 2,200
in number, corresponding, by and large, to
'municipality’ in India). At the next level, the
statistical work was implemented through
the Hsiang administration (over 100,000 in
number, which corresponded roughly to
the 'union-board' in India); and finally, the
statistical work was undertaken in the village
cooperatives (about 750,000 in number).
Hsue Nu-chiao (Director of the NSB) explained
to Professor Mahalanobis that, though based
on the Soviet model, the Chinese system
was administratively more decentralised,
reaching down to the level of the village
cooperatives. However, the Government of
China being unitary in character, the problem
of coordination between the Centre and
the provinces was comparatively simple.
The National Statistical Bureau or the NSB
would provide the central leadership for
all statistical work relating to planning in
China and was very closely associated with
the Planning Commission which, in its turn,
was responsible for perspective or long
term planning in the country. The scope of
statistics, under the leadership of the NSB,
was comprehensive, as in USSR, and covered

population, agriculture, industry, transport,
trade, consumption, health, education,
finance, national income, employment and
all other necessary indicators of the Chinese
economy and society.

As regards the methodological aspects
of the Chinese statistical system, the Director
of the NSB informed Professor Mahalanobis
that in much of the statistical work in China
the method of 'complete enumeration' was
being used, as in USSR. This, according to
the Director, was working well in industries
(about 3000 units could send monthly
returns and 60,000 could submit annual
reports), construction (about 1000 important
project reports were sent every month and
the rest every year); railways, ships and trucks
(sending monthly reports), Government
purchase and consumption of important
commodities (sending monthly reports), and
soon.

The Director of the NSB, then, informed
Professor Mahalanobis that there were
certain areas where the method of 'complete
enumeration' was not working well. For
example, he pointed out that it was necessary
to collect information on agricultural
production such as area sown, yield per
unit area, out turn of important agricultural
crops, livestock, etc. The Provincial Statistical
Bureaus were trying to collect such
information by 'complete enumeration' from
about 750,000 village cooperatives. There
was much delay in receiving the results
of such complete enumerations. In 1955,
attempts were, therefore, made to carry out
sample surveys of the rate of yield of crops
per unit area over a large part of the country.
The Director of the NSB added that, besides
agricultural statistics, it was also necessary to
collect continuing information on the level of
living of rural households as well as working
class and other urban households. The only
possibility was to use the sampling method.
However the technique which was used by
the NSBwasthe sameasthatusedinthe USSR,
namely 'purposive sampling' The first major
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problem on which the Chinese Government
sought the advice of Professor Mahalanobis
was what should be the best methods of
using sample surveys in agriculture and in
family budget and socio-economic enquiries.
The Director of the NSB, then, told Professor
Mahalanobis that they had been feeling the
need of organising scientific research for the
improvement of statistical methodology for a
long time but could not do anything so far.
The Director mentioned that Prime Minister
Chou-en-lai, after his visit to Indian Statistical
Institute, had asked them to seek the help
of the Institute on the matter. The Chinese
delegation of 4 experts under the leadership
of Wang-Szu-hua (Vice-Director of the NSB)
went to Indian Statistical Institute about
6 months ago and, after a careful study of
statistical work in India, submitted a report
to the Chinese Government recommending
(a) the use of sample surveys on Indian lines,
and (b) the establishment of an institute for
statistical research and training. The Director
of the NSB, therefore, informed Professor
Mahalanobis that the Government of China
would like to have the guidance and advice of
Professor Mahalanobis on these two crucial
questions.

In response to these questions, Professor
Mahalanobis explained why the method of
purposive sampling, which was in vogue in
Soviet Union and also in Europe for some
time, should not be considered scientifically
appropriate for sample survey in respect of
agricultural fields and households and other
relevant areas. The only sound method was
'random or probability sampling' which could
be relied upon to supply truly representative
results and which alone could make it
possible to calculate valid estimates of the
sampling error. However, eminent Soviet
mathematicians (like, A N. Kolmogorov who
was recognised all over the world as one of the
greatest experts in the theory of probability)
had supplied the rigorous mathematical
foundations of modern statistical theory
had, of course, always upheld the superiority
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of 'random or probability sampling’ and
advocated its use in sample surveys.
Professor Mahalanobis understood that
the Chinese were not also satisfied with the
accuracy of the results based on purposive
sampling. The Chinese statistical delegation
to India, who had made a special study of
the Indian National Sample Survey, began to
think seriously of adopting similar methods
in China. Pursuantly, the Director of the NSB
and others requested Professor Mahalanobis
to give his erudite views on the usefulness of
such methods which were followed in India.
After the first round of discussions and
lectures was over, Professor Mahalanobis
prepared, in consultation with the Chinese
officials, a very brief note for the Chinese
authorities  containing the following
recommendations. He elaborated that the
method of complete enumeration, when
properly carried out, would be suitable for
the collection of information which was
available in records maintained for regular
administrative purposes (for example, records
and accounts of industrial establishments,
school and hospital records, etc). The method
of complete enumeration, however, was
likely to be inaccurate when information (on
such items as the area sown and the rate of
yield per unit area of agricultural crops, age
and sex composition of families, household
income and expenditure, or consumption
of food grains and other items, etc) would
have to be collected from a large number
of small units (farms, households, etc).
Sample surveys would be preferable and
superior to complete enumeration in such
cases in respect of (i) speed; (i) economy
of cost; (iii) accuracy of results; and (iv) the
possibility of obtaining valid estimates of
the margin of uncertainty of the results.
He, therefore, advocated the setting up of
a permanent Sample Survey Organisation
covering the whole of China for agricultural
crop surveys, population, family budget, and
socio-economic enquiries. He recommended
the use of 'random and probability samples'
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and also of 'interpenetrating or replicated
samples'which had been developed and were
being used in India. He also recommended
the establishment of a Statistical institute
for research and training to function under
the joint auspices of the NSB, the Planning
Commission, and the Academy of Sciences
to ensure close contacts being maintained
between theoretical research and practical
applications,

OnJuly 9,1957,aday before his departure
from Peking, Professor Mahalanobis and Dr.
D. B. Lahiri were requested to have dinner
with Premier Chou-en-lai and his wife at
their residence. The dinner was informal and
enjoyable. But most of the time Chou-en-lai
had discussions on the recommendations
made by Professor Mahalanobis, which were
already sent to the Premier by the NSB. He
had evidently studied the recommendations
thoroughly and asked Professor Mahalanobis
some searching and critical questions on
methods of assessing the accuracy of the
results of sample surveys. He then informed
Professor Mahalanobis that it had been
decided to organise a country-wide sample
survey in China on Indian lines. Chou-en-lai,
then, went into great details about successive
stages of organising the sample survey in
China, especially the methods and the time-
programme for the training of the technical
staff. He repeatedly asked for help from
Professor Mahalanobis and Indian Statistical
Institute in this matter, and enquired how
many statisticians the Institute would be
able to send to China and for what period.
Mahalanobis told him that he would gladly
give all possible help. However, he explained
to Chou-en-lai that it might be difficult to
send senior statisticians for a long period;
they might be able to come to China from
time to time. Mahalanobis was told that the
NSB would start pilot studies to collect basic
information and send the results to India as
soon as possible. Two staff members of the
NSB would come to India within October
1957. Professor Mahalanobis agreed to

help the NSB in preparing the design of a
trial sample survey in one or two selected
provinces. He also agreed to send some
statisticians from Indian Statistical Institute to
help in organising the trial sample survey.

As regards statistical research, Chou-en-
lai said that it had been decided to establish
some units in one or two Universities in the
first instance. He said that China did not
have enough trained personnel to set up
a research institute immediately, but this
might be feasible at a later stage. He would
like to have the advice and assistance from
Professor Mahalanobis and his colleagues
in the organisation of statistical research
and training and would like some Indian
statisticians to come to Peking from time to
time to give lectures and participate in the
research work.

As regards the planning process in China,
Professor Mahalanobis reported that there
weretwoaspectsofeconomicplanningwhich,
in one sense, could be clearly distinguished
but which, in other sense, were closely related.
One aspect was the development of modern
industries with increasing use of machinery
driven by power. The other aspect was the
socialist transformation of the national
economy. At the technical level, planning for
industrial development could be dealt with
independently of socialist transformation.
Within the limits of resources available for
industrial development (inclusive of mining,
power, and transportation) decisions relating
tothe pattern ofinvestment could be made (a)
onthebasis of purely technical considerations;
(b) by a small group of persons (namely, the
planning authority and Government); and
(c) the decisions could be implemented by
setting up appropriate industrial projects. In
principle, such decisions would not require
carrying convictions to a very large number
of persons of the public at large. For example,
the decision reached in India in 1951 to omit
a new million ton steel plant (which had
been previously announced by Government)
from the First Five-Year Plan or the decision,
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two or three years later, to expand steel
production by two or three million tons
could be and were actually taken from the
top. The availability of financial resources
of course, would be determined by the rate
of taxation which, in India, would require
the approval of the Parliament. But within
the limits of available resources, decisions
relating to industrialisation were usually
made in India by a small group of persons at
the top and could also be implemented by
a comparatively small number of persons.
Socialist transformation, on the other hand,
would require the concurrence and support
(voluntary or otherwise) of the persons
affected by each decision. As the process
of Socialist reconstruction would call for
more involvement of people, the task of
implementation would also become more
difficult and challenging, which would
require persuasion on an increasing scale.
Professor Mahalanobis mentioned that
it was instructive to see the dual or bipolar
approach of Chinese planning with, on one
hand, emphasis on rapid industrialisation
from immediately after 'liberation' when
conditions had not become ripe for socialist
transformation and, on the other hand,
a more gradual transformation of the
national economy into the socialist pattern.
Although industrialisation was proceeding
independently of socialist transformation,
the two phases were interrelated. The
Chinese planners had realised that without
adequate progress of industrialisation it
would be difficult to make any effective
advance in socialist transformation. The rapid
development of modern industries in the
public sector gave the Chinese Government a
dominant position in the national economy,
ensured adequate and increasing flow of
resources out of the profits of the State
enterprises, and placed Government in a
strong position to make a rapid advance
with  socialist transformation. Professor
Mahalanobis was well aware that, although
China had learnt planning from the USSR, the
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Chinese were often taking an independent
line of their own and adopting methods
suited to local conditions. The successive
stages of mixed economy followed by joint
State-and-private enterprises in commerce
and industry, or the mutual-help agricultural
associations followed by lower-type and
then full-fledged agricultural cooperatives,
or the recent 'rectification campaign' were
illustrative examples of the independent lines
of action adopted in China.

One of the major thrusts of the Chinese
planning process was to attain self- sufficiency
in capital goods. Professor Mahalanobis
obtained some over all appreciation of the
position from the Planning Commission. In
heavy electricals, China could manufacture
only about 10% of the requirements in 1957.
This would rise to 50% by 1962 and 100%
by 1967. In machine tools, China would
produce 75% of the basic requirements by
1958, about 90% by 1962, and 100% by 1967.
In metallurgical machinery, China would
produce less than 20% by 1957, about 40%
by 1962 and 100% by 1967. In heavy trucks,
the proportion of home production would be
14%in 1957,90% by 1962, and 100% by 1967.
Domestic production of machinery for light
industries (textiles, sugar, paper, etc) would
come to 90% of requirements in 1957 with
full production by 1962. Taking basic capital
goods as a whole, the domestic production
would reach 60% by 1957 and 80% by 1962.
In ship building also China is expected to
be self-sufficient for inland navigation by
1992, but progress would be comparatively
slow for sea-going vessels. It was expected
that by 1957 China would become basically
independent of foreign imports, although the
Chinese would continue to purchase some
capital goods from abroad through normal
trading in exchange for their own exports.

During his discussions with the NSB
and the Planning Commission, Professor
Mahalanobis found that the Chinese
planners were giving a good deal of thought
to the problem of small industrial units and
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decided to adopt a diversified policy. They
had clearly recognised that some really big
basic industrial units should be set up which
would be of strategic importance for future
progress, involving the most modern and
complicated plants. Such strategic units
would, however, be supported by medium
and small units which would be normally
designed by Chinese engineers and would
be equipped by machinery manufactured
in China. This new policy would enable
domestic resources for being utilised to the
fullest extent. It would be also possible to
set up such small and medium sized units
in different parts of the country much more
quickly than bigger units. This increasing
emphasis on small units would also ensure
greater utilisation of manual labour both in
semi-mechanised production and in cottage
industries. In agriculture also, the Chinese
had clearly recognised that there was no
question of early mechanisation, partly
because of technical difficulties in the case of
the wet-cultivation of rice and also because
of the fact that they would have to rely on
intensive manual labour for a long time to
come. This emphasis had a crucial connection
with the question of ensuring employment to
a considerable section of the population.
Shortly before his departure from Peking,
Professor Mahalanobis saw a birth control
exhibition in the Chungsan Park in the heart
of the city. It appeared to him to be extremely
interesting. At the entrance, there was a big
placard (of course, in Chinese language): “For
protection of women and children”. It was this
aspect, and not that of excessive increase of
population, which was specially emphasised.
Mahalanobis was told that the year of 1957
was selected for the organisation of a special
campaign for the promotion of birth control
throughout the country. The work was
being organised with the cooperation of the
existing staff of the Ministry of Health and
with the active assistance of cooperatives
at the village level, the Chinese Women'’s
Federation, the Trade Unions, and the Medical

Associations. All existing maternity and other
appropriate clinics and medical units were
given special attention to the promotion of
birth control.

Professor Mahalanobis was eager to
have some information on the long-term
programme of health services and the
training of doctors. He was told that about
40,000 doctors had recently turned out after
going through a short-term (3 year) training
courses in the allopathic system of treatment.
Many of them were now being given
additional training for two years to raise their
qualifications to the optimum level. There
were about 500,000 doctors of the traditional
type in China, many of whom were very
competent. The Government had decided to
make the best use of the traditional system.
About half of the traditional doctors (i.e.,
roughly 250,000) had joined cooperative or
united clinics, while another part participated
in clinics affiliated to agricultural cooperatives.
The Government also set up four medical
institutions to give special training to the
doctors of the traditional type. Another
programme was undertaken to give facilities
to allopathic doctors to learn traditional
methods. The policy of the Health Ministry
was that both the allopathic system and the
traditional system should be encouraged
to expand in a mutually complementary
manner.

As regards 'socialist reconstruction)
Professor Mahalanobis reported that China
had made noteworthy advances. All basic
and important industrial units were in
the public sector; most of the other units
had been converted into joint State-and-
private enterprises in which effective control
remained with the Government. Most of the
agricultural and handicrafts families had
been organised in the form of cooperatives.
All wholesale and most of the retail trades
were in the hands of the Government or were
being carried on by joint State-and-private
concerns. House property still belonged to
the original owners who had the right to let
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out. In the case of joint State-and-private
enterprises, the original owners received
fixed interest at 5% per year on the imputed
value of their capital; and they themselves
were usually employed on a monthly salary
as managers or assistants in their respective
enterprises. There were only a small number
of individual cultivators or owners of small
enterprises who had not yet joined any
cooperative organisation. The private sector
had ceased to have any importance; and most
of the means of production either belonged
to Government or to cooperative institutions.
Much of this transformation occurred during
the last two years.

Professor Mahalanobis appreciated that
the Chinese had made rapid progress across
the last eight years since 'liberation Orderly
administration was established over a large
country with a population of 600 million. A
steady progress of industrialisation had been
ensured by laying down a firm foundation of
basic industries. The level of living had been
rising and prices were kept remarkably stable.
Therewas continuousexpansion ofeducation,
scientific research, health services, and
cultural amenities. The structure of national
economy has been mostly transformed into
the pattern of socialism. The Chinese reaped
the full advantage of replacing the previous
state of disorder by a higher state of social
organisation which made very rapid progress
possible in the last eight years. The chaotic
conditions into which the country had fallen
turned out to be an advantage in one way.
'Liberation' meant an immediate and visible
improvement in the life of the common man.
The rapid rate of improvement itself created
hope and confidence among the general
public and gained their emotional support
in favour of progressive forces. The Chinese
were aware that this first period of rapid
advance was coming to an end and that it
was necessary to take a very long view. They
intended to build up by 1967 (by the end of
the Third Five-year Plan) a comprehensive
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industrial system which would be supported
by the coordinated production of both food
and industrial raw materials and which would
be able to produce the principal machinery,
equipment, and materials for future industrial
expansion as well as consumer goods to
ensure a steady improvement of the level of
living at a reasonable rate. They were aware
that this also would be only a second phase
and that it would take a very long time to
improve the conditions of living of the vast
mass of people to a really high level. This was
why the Chinese were giving a great deal of
attention to long-term planning.

Let me conclude with the extracts from
the incisive report of Professor Mahalanobis
where he brilliantly summed up the following:
“Certain characteristics of Chinese planning
deeply impressed me. They try to formulate
the objectives in a precise and concrete
form. They also try to work out a plan for
implementation in successive stages always
with emphasis on the training of the technical
and organisational staff which would be
required at different levels. They have much
discussion while the basic aims and the plan
of implementation are being prepared; and,
once the plan is ready, they take great care
to communicating, in a clear and precise
form, the basic ideas to successive levels of
personnel. The Chinese planners have an
open mind, and are receptive to new ideas,
willing to make experiments and to learn
from experience. They have, of course, made
many mistakes. But they are very serious
regarding 'self-criticism’, and have the sincere
desire to detect and have frank discussions
about their mistakes and to correct them.
They have been, of course, adopting Russian
methods in many things; but | also saw signs
of their getting out of this imitative phase
and evolving ways of doing things more
suited to Chinese conditions and culture. |
was most impressed by their self-confidence
and maturity of outlook which had roots in
the traditions of a great civilisation.”
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Saeed Mirza Ki Ajeeb Daastaan

Vidyarthy Chatterjee
Veteran film critic

Saeed Akhtar Mirza, who turns eighty
on June 30 this year, is extremely well-read,
deeply thoughtful, and flamboyant in
self-expression. And, perhaps the most
argumentative spokesman of the parallel
cinema movement, also known as New
Indian Cinema, that flourished for almost
three decades - from the 1970s to the

loners looking desperately for a supportive
shoulder to lean on, to young deceived
members of the big city’s underworld.

The deep impression that Ghatak left
on Mirza can be measured from the latter’s
frequent re-telling of an anecdote which has
passed into the Ghatak folklore. It seems that
the Bengal maestro was in the habit of telling

1990s. Born in the city of
Bombay at a time when it
was commonly associated
with both working class grit
and upper class refinement,
Mirza went to a good school
and a leading college where
he picked up a flair for
debating out things and
not being satisfied with pat
solutions to difficult issues.
One would, normally, not
associate someone with such

his admiring students that to
be a successful filmmaker, one
should not fail to carry a bottle
of alcohol in one pocket and
his childhood in the other.
Where John Abraham, to
whom Ghatak was god, took
that prescription literally with
explosive repercussions for
both himself and modern
Malayalam cinema, others
like Mirza or Nirad Mohapatra,
who turned out to be the

a background to do time

in the suspect profession of advertising,
but true to his maverick nature, that is
exactly what Mirza did. After a longish
stint in advertising, one day he decided
that perhaps his destiny lay in filmmaking.
At the Film & Television Institute of India
(FTII) in Pune, Mirza had the redoubtable
Ritwik Ghatak as his teacher and mentor.
From Ghatak, the young filmmaker-to-be
appears to have picked up not just another
round of the art of repartee but also a social
philosophy where there was space enough
for the dregs of society — from emotional

deceptively simple poet of
Odia small-time dailiness, preferred to take
the master’s word more as a deep and useful
metaphor.

If one takes the trouble of reading
Mirza’s  distinguished  autobiography,
Ammi : Letter to a Democratic Mother, one
would discern how well he remembers his
childhood. His father, Farhat Akhtar Mirza,
was a renowned poet and a dreamer with
known socialist convictions. He worked in
the Bombay Film Industry at a time when
it was widely acknowledged to be a pan-
Indian institution that prided itself on its
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secular and cosmopolitan credentials.
Unfortunately, despite his best efforts,
Saeed’s father could rarely earn enough
for his family, on whom he doted. But his
mother’s visionary efforts to supplement
her husband’s earnings enabled the
children to eat well and go to decent
schools. Added to this was the fact that the
struggle for dignity was no less difficult or
sustained than that for the necessities of
life. Together, all this left a deep imprint
on Mirza’s sensitive and cultured mind.
The characters in his best films, like 'Albert
Pinto, 'Salim Langde' or 'Naseem' have
inherited many a trait from their creator’s
early life spent in Mahim in the company
of peers drawn from more than one class
or community. The arrogance or devil-may-
care attitude that one occasionally finds in
Mirza's own utterances outside the pale of
cinema, or in those of his film characters,
is perhaps to be understood in the context
of the perceived or real injustices that the
director and his family had to suffer once
upon a time at the hands of an unfeeling
society.

Anunrepentant Leftist, Saeed Mirza lays
great store by the question of class. When it
comes to discussing issues relating to class,
he is perhaps at his polemical best. There
are times when watching a Mirza film, the
viewer is convinced that it is nothing if not
a trenchant examination of class conflicts,
class relationships, class structures and
class consciousness. His critiquing, which
is often done through barbed comments
by one or more participants in his family/
social dramas of contemporary relevance,
is especially reserved for the middle-class
and its hidden fascist mindset which comes
out whenever the members of that class
feel threatened - more often than not,
economically.

Speaking about his first film, 'Arvind
Desai Ki Ajeeb Dastaan' (The Strange Tale
of Arvind Desai, 1978), Mirza is on record :
“The film was an attempt at understanding
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the urban middle-class, who are exposed
to ideas, but reject them when it comes
to the crunch, especially economic” Both
the hypocrisies of the educated middle-
class and its capacity/proneness to react
violently when its self-interest is threatened
in one way or another, are questioned in a
non-narrative, ironic, close-to-documentary
style that carries the stamp of his individual
genius. Portraying the alienation of an
upper middle-class urban youth, Arvind
Desai tellingly makes the point that there
is no saving those people who despite
having ideas gained from books or even
harbouring the occasional good intention,
lack the will to take responsibility for their
actions. Mirza uses the expression, “frozen
and static”, to describe people who are
emotionally barren, politically immature,
and socially of no value to anyone, perhaps
not even to themselves.

The story of Arvind Desai, who doesn't
even know how to kill himself properly
after having decided to do away with his
confused and useless life, is moving only
in a pathetic sort of way. The film reminds
one in places of the Cuban master Tomas
Alea’s most polemical and intellectual film,
'Memories of Underdevelopment, narrating
the experiences of a certain Sergio, a
maladjusted bourgeois young man in post-
revolutionary Cuba. These are two different
films set in social conditions that could not
be more dissimilar, yet somewhere along
the line they are united by the commonality
of class psychology and behaviour of the
respective protagonists. It is only now, so
many years after its making, that 'Arvind
Desai' is being seriously assessed by film
scholars and getting the attention it has
always deserved.

'Arvind Desai' was critically acclaimed
and even won the Filmfare Critics Award.
(This was a time when the Bombay
commercial film industry still retained
vestiges of interest in the ‘other’ kind of
cinema.) However, it did not cause the kind
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of storm in art film circles that Mirza had
perhaps hoped for. But it was a different
story with his second film, 'Albert Pinto Ko
Gussa Kyoon Aata Hai' (What Makes Albert
Pinto Angry, 1980), which was roundly
applauded at home and abroad for both
what it said as also how he said what he
wanted to say about some well-chosen
representatives of a religious/cultural
minority living a stressful life in certain
pockets of Bombay. Albert Pinto, played to
unbelievable advantage by a fast-emerging
Naseeruddin Shah, is a flashy, tall-talking
garage mechanic who has somehow got
it into his head that just because once
in a while he repairs the big shining car
belonging to the fellow-Roman Catholic
Mr. Braganza, the two are equals. In one
swift shot, Mirza brings Albert down to
terra firma - the way Mr. Braganza gives the
car keys to the lowly mechanic, ensuring
that their fingers do not touch. But a lot
more has to happen to the young man and
to his family, composed of a trade-unionist
father, a sister working as a salesgirl in a
sari emporium, a lumpen of a younger
brother, a steno-typist girlfriend, and a
calm homemaker of a mother, before his
education as a social being is complete.

As a vocal ideologue of cinema, Mirza
has since his very first film made known his
commitment to partisanship. In this regard,
heisonrecord thus:“There are basically two
kinds of films : the film of status quo and the
film of struggle. By and large, films maintain
the status quo. If one is rigidly ideological,
one should struggle. With language. With
music. There is no definite answer as to
what kind of form cinema should take. For
instance, | am trying to experiment with
narrative. In 'Albert Pinto', there is a vertical
movement which covers a vast area. | have
tried to make various genres. It’s still a bit
pastiche, but one hopes it will become more
cohesive... Form has to be revolutionised
but not in an ahistorical manner. The
thing is not to maintain the status quo;

one must destabilise it. Whenever | get an
opportunity to destabilise, | do so.”
Stylistically, 'Albert Pinto' is more
refined than its predecessor; its narrative
structure is more developed and
challenging. It is more ‘refined’ in the
sense that whereas Arvind Desai is more
classical in its construction and evocative
of the tight-sealed nature of film school
education/training, the second is less
rigid, more free-flowing, unafraid of taking
experimental flights of fancy. Mirza fuses
the story of an individual with those of
his family, his community and the big city
which has given birth to them all in such a
physical and psychological mélange as to
produce a remarkable human document
with recognisable political undertones.
The largely favourable critical responses
that greeted Mirza’s second feature
had everything to do with his intention
to achieve greater and more effective
communication with his audience. There
was an originality of expression, a freshness
in idiom, and an innovativeness of form
which did not escape the critical eye.
However, it can be confidently said that
none of these would have been possible
if the content of the film had not been
so rich and so valid in both political and
historical terms. Urban moral decay in both
the individual and the collective is shown
growing gradually, giving rise to anger and,
perhaps, even cynicism in the restless soul
of the affected individual who suffers a
series of defeats butis unabletodoanything
about it because he has not prepared
himself to understand the dynamics of
social relationships, unlike his salesgirl-
sister who calls him 'an idiot' for living in a
fool’s paradise. As a chronicler of the social
(mal)functioning of Bombay, the country’s
commercial and corporate capital which
had once been a great centre of working-
class activity embracing the textile mills,
the port and the docks, or the railways, it is
difficult to exceed Saeed Mirza. And, 'Albert
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Pinto) in its own idealistic and idiosyncratic
way of depiction, is the strongest case in
support of this assertion.

There is a common belief that if you
have a roof over your head in Bombay, no
one can stop you from conquering the
world! In its own way, Mirza's third film,
'Mohan Joshi Haazir Ho!" (A Summons For
Mohan Joshi, 1984), explores the world of
greedy builders, dishonest lawyers and
helpless/opportunistic tenants of Bombay
chawls, pitting one honest and courageous
old man in an unequal fight against a
rotten system. Mohan Joshi is an old
pensioner living with his wife in an ancient
chawl that threatens to come down in a
heap at any moment - an ideal situation
for land sharks and the construction mafia
to move in, but they have not reckoned
with the determination and guts of Joshi
who, in the director’s words, is an iconic/
mythical synthesis of Bheem and Samson.
By projecting this ideal citizen and human
being in a style combining gritty realism
with caricature and horseplay, Mirza gives
birth to an engaging metaphor for idealism
in a world largely bereft of it.

Mirza :“Mohan Joshi is mythological...I
use mythology not in its obscurantist form,
but as a cross-reference in today’s context.
Today, the entire world - specifically,
Bombay city - is working towards a
kind of desensitisation to its own living
conditions. To this, Joshi says: No. He is not
a conventional hero. He is an old pensioner.
He is not eccentric, he is demanding what
everybody needs to demand - dignity
according to our Constitution.”

Mirza knows his city better than the
most, having lived there all his life. Perhaps,
in his youth, he took pride in the then
unmistakable cosmopolitanism of Bombay.
But, by the time he made 'Mohan Joshi'
(when he was in his early forties), the place
had been reduced by human error and
conspiracies of history to an abject ghetto
where nothing was the same as before.
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So, what does the director do? Using his
conscience and his imagination in equal
measure, he conjures for himself and
the viewer’s consumption/inspiration an
improbable but notimpossible leader called
Mohan Joshi, a Quixotic manifestation ready
tochargeatoneandallwhoaretryingtoundo
the metropolis economically and spiritually.
Mirza :“There is a law of underdevelopment.
There is a clear decline of leadership in all
fields in underdeveloped countries after
Independence. Expediency and hypocrisy
flourish. Where is enlightenment today? All
this is reflected in 'Mohan Joshi.. Still, you will
see that one segment of youth takes over
the torch from Mohan Joshi." Deliberately,
like Ghatak, Mirza always ends on a note of
hope and continuity, never mind if, at times,
it looks far-fetched.

The next we see Saeed Mirza employing
to effect characteristic directorial elements
like a sense of helplessness, a gnawing sense
of despair or, somewhat paradoxically, a
genuine hope for the better despite the
odds, is when we come across 'Salim Langde
Pe Mat Ro' (Don't Cry For Salim The Lame,
1989). The film is about Bombay’s underbelly
of crime and violence which gives birth
on a routine basis to warring godfathers
and countless small-time crooks like Salim
Langde whose precarious, commonplace
life and triumphant death are narrated in
Mirza's trademark style of latter-day neo-
realism mixed with kitsch inputs working
like patches of brightness or sentimentality,
depending on the quality or degree of
the emotion sought to be evoked. Salim’s
outbursts at home or in the street are
deliberately overdone to underline the tragic
qualities that give deceptive life and energy
to people like him. Both Albert Pinto and
Salim Langde are full of bravado and a street-
smartness that in the end prove to be of no
use to them. But there is a difference in the
denouement of the two films. Albert survives
to learn his lessons in the scalding cauldron
that is Bombay; he is compelled to re-
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educate himself in the ways of a structured,
hierarchical, remorseless society; whereas
Salim, named after a medieval indolent
badshah, dies like a dog or like a hero in a
last-ditch effort to unlearn the lawlessness
of the underworld. Once they have chosen
to walk the path of damnation, people like
Salim have so mortgaged their destiny to
the system (read the mafia and its countless
tentacles) that they rarely, if ever, can stage
a recovery to redemption in their own eyes
or in those of their dear ones. The wrenching
truth of Mirza’s words in this regard can bear
a hundred repetitions : “The inexorable logic
of events would hardly ever allow the Salims
of this world to reach their destination even
when they find one. At his sister's wedding,
Salim returns to innocence by surrendering
to the point of a knife the sinful life he was
trying so hard to discard. His death in the
hands of a fellow-thief and rival finally
establishes the brotherhood of the damned”
If at first notice the naming of the film
makes one think that the director is lacking
in compassion towards doomed souls like
Salim, it would amount to quite a wrong
reading of his intentions. What Mirza is
perhaps telling us is that shedding tears for
victims like Salim without understanding
the workings of the system that seduces/
compels them to do its bidding, would be
nothing if not an exercise in futility. In his
social vision and in his understanding of
realities on the ground, Mirza has enough
room for enduring sentiments like the
need for struggle and togetherness of the
wretched of the earth, but none whatsoever
for hollow and rhetorical sentimentality.
The production of the Salims to serve the
market demands of the godfathers can
cease only if the operations of the criminal
conveyor belt are closely observed, analysed
and understood - and, hopefully, ended.
From 'Salim Langde to Naseem),
which Mirza made in 1994 following the
demolition of Babri Masjid in Ayodhya
two years earlier, it was a quantum leap in

stylistic expression where memories of a
more amiable past rubbed shoulders with a
present fraught with tension and animosity.
The theme of alienation of minority groups
in a supposedly secular, tolerant and liberal
India, which is there in measure big and
small in practically every film by Saeed
Mirza, is present in 'Naseem' (Soft Breeze)
too. But the pamphleteering or sudden
explosions of anger of his earlier films are
replaced here by a poetic and an almost
philosophical view of a burning India at
war with itself, trying to get along as best
as it can. A middle-class Muslim family in
Bombay is sharply divided in its reactions
to the hurt and humiliation caused to the
entire community by the demolition of the
mosque. On one side of the family divide
are its uncontrollably angry young rebels
and on the other is its cautious middle-
aged householder who prefers a patient
acceptance of the bitter wrongs inflicted
on the community. But what finally holds
the family — and the film - together in this
moment of crisis is the placid and moving
relationship between the family’s bed-
ridden patriarch — the grandfather of the
children, full of good cheer despite the dark
circumstances, and the loving memories
of his dead wife — and his teenaged school-
going granddaughter in a climate of suspicion
and distrust for the whole nation.

Many cultured and enlightened
Muslims like Saeed Mirza were shaken to
their roots by the demolition of the mosque
which meant more than a physical structure
to them. The demolition struck them as the
end of the spirit of tolerance and goodwill
that bound the Indian peoples under the
leadership of such visionaries as Gandhi
and Nehru. 'Naseem' was Mirza's emotional
response to the tragedy, suffused in deep
anguish and disappointment. In a sense, it
was a historical exploration of times pastand
present through a challenging experiment
in modes of storytelling. The spirit of critical
examination of personal setbacks and
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collective tragedies which was the leitmotif
of the body of creative and interrogative
films known as New Indian Cinema, got
a fresh lease of life by means of 'Naseem)
a work of inordinate beauty and a joy to
behold even as it quietly laid bare an event
of bewildering and numbing proportions.
From an angry young artist itching to settle
verbal scores and an enfant terrible given
as much to self-conscious attitudinising

Birth Centenary Celebration of Professor Amlan Datta

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata in collaboration with Rekha Chitram organised
‘Commemorating the Birth Centenary Year of Professor Amlan Datta, eminent
Economist&Scholar'on Saturday, 17thJune, 2023 atthe RajaRajendralala MitraBhawan,
Salt Lake. Shri Arun Kumar Chakraborty, Principal of Rekha Chitram introduced the
speakers. Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick, President of the Asiatic Society lit the
candle to inaugurate the celebration. Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary of
the Asiatic Society delivered the Welcome Address. Then, Selected Works of Prof. Amlan
Datta, Vol. 1-5 was released by the President. The Memorial Oration was delivered

as to pulling off ambitious artistic and
aesthetic experiments through discussions
largely of classes and communities, Mirza
had at last come back home. A battle-
scarred, weary traveller, but also a wise and
hopeful interrogator of social and economic
superstitions without end - perhaps, that is
how the rebellious and redolent drama of
the life and times of Saeed Akhtar Mirza can
be viewed at the end of the day.

-

N\

by renowned scholar,
Shri Ashish Lahiri on
‘Tagore and Gandhi
in Professor Amlan
Datta’s  Perspective.
Shri Sabyasachi Dutta
on behalf of Divya
Jeevan Foundation
Asian Confluence,
Shillong as well as
on behalf of the
publisher spoke on
the released book.
Professor Swapan
Kumar Pramanick

~

J

Amlan Datta’s Perspective’.

-

Shri Ashish Lahiri delivering lecture on ‘Tagore and Gandhi in Professor

the Unknown Planet’ by Arun Kumar Chakraborty was screened. At the end, the Vote
of Thanks was given by Professor Asok Kanti Sanyal, Treasurer (Acting) of the Society.

delivered the
Presidential Address. A
documentary film on
‘Monologue:  Amlan

J
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The Telecom Scenario in India: Past, Present and

Future

Shyamal Kumar Mukhopadhyay
Former General Manager, WEBEL, Kolkata

In October, 1851, when the first
telegraph line in India from Calcutta to
Diamond Harbour was installed, who
could anticipate that this dot-dash system

Figure 1: Wooden telegraph pole with open wire

of electrical messaging will slowly create
the demand of audio-visual mode of
communication within a span of 171 years,
but simultaneously running telegraphic
messaging system over 160 years and finally
be dropped out on 15th July 2013. Within
a decade of invention of electrical short

Figure 2: Telegraph equipment to send electrical
signal

code messaging through wire in Europe
and America, India adopted this telegraphic
system first in Calcutta.

Later on, telephone was invented in
1876 in USA and within 6 years, the Oriental
Telephone Company installed telephone
exchanges in Calcutta, Bombay and Madras
in January, 1882. The telephone exchange
in Calcutta was installed at the 2nd floor of a
building at 7, Council House Street and called
‘Central Telephone Exchange, which later
on was moved to 1, Council House Street,
Kolkata-700001 in the year 1899. All the 93
subscribers were connected with the exchange
by underground cables and operated
manually by telephone operators. The Post
and Telegraph Department established in the
year 1914, took over the telephone exchange
and its operations in 1943.

The telegraph services were also
running well till the end of last century, by
upgradation from Morse Code (a dot-dash
coded electrical signal) to the introduction
of teleprinters. This service was provided
from post offices even situated at remote
rural areas. But with the advent of FAX and
e-mail in the internet era, SMS and other
messaging system through social media,
the necessity of telegraph system became
insignificant and laid to rest in 2013.

The Technology Evolution

Replacing the manual telephone
exchange, the first automatic telephone
exchange, where no operator for connecting
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subscribers is required, was installed in
Shimla in 1914. It was a strowger exchange,
where electromechanical relays were used
for switching. Later on, crossbar exchanges
took over the strowger exchanges.

Inthelate60sand 70s oflastcentury, with
the advancement in research on electronics
and computers, the electronic telephone
exchanges came up first as analogue and
then as digital. In analogue electronic
exchanges, the switching took place with
the help of small relays, but in digital
exchanges, the voice signal is first converted
from analogue to digital and switching is

made by digital

switching instead

of relays. The

digital exchanges

not only reduced

the noise in

conversation,

Figure 3: Telephone handset Put also gave

at initial stage a handful of

attractive features

like fast switching, conference call, ISDN

(Integrated  Services Digital Network)
facilities etc.

But people wanted to be connected
always, even in their move. So mobile
communication came into picture, where
the last link is wireless and distributed in
different cells served by at least one fixed
location, known as base station. These
battery-operated small handsets can
communicate with any subscriber while
moving at any speed. The first generation
(1G) cellular technology was analogue
in nature having low bandwidth and
high noise. The second generation (2G)
technology is the first generation of digital
mobile technology with reduced noise and
increased data rate.

In August-1995, the then Chief Minister
of West Bengal, Jyoti Basu inaugurated the
mobile communication system in India by
making first mobile phone call to the then
Union Telecom Minister Sukh Ram. The
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historic call was made on a GSM (Global
System for Mobile communication) network
with the help of Nokia handset over Modi
Telstra’s Mobile Net service. This triggered a
telecom revolution in India spearheaded by
private enterprises as well as government
owned BSNL leading to launching 4G
services in Kolkata in 2012. Many private
operators like Airtel, Jio, Vodaphone-ldea
among others took part in spreading mobile
technology and now 5G technology with
more features and data speed is knocking at
the door.

Planning and Implementation

The tele-density, representing the
number of telephone subscribers among
100 citizens, in India was only 0.8, compared
to the average international tele-density of
10, in the last decade of last century. At that
time, people had to wait long after applying
for a telephone connection. Only one fourth
of the villages in our country were having
the telephone services at that time. In this
background, Government of India came up
with New Telecom Policy 1994 (NTP-1994)
and NTP-1999, with the objective to make
private players available in the arena of
landline and mobile communication and
speedy implementation of communication
network throughout the country’s length
and breadth.

For pragmatic implementation of
these policies, the need of organisational
restructuring was felt a decade back.

Figure 4: Modern landline
telephone handset
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The Post & Telegraph department was
divided into two separate independent
departments, namely, Department of Post
and the Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) on 31st December 1984. For the
overseas communication, Videsh Sanchar
Nigam Limited (VSNL) was formed in 1986
and in the same year, Delhi Telephones and
Bombay Telephones, the two high density
operative units of DoT was converted to
Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited
(MTNL).

At that time, the landline services were
called fixed services and mobile services
were value added services. The process of
opening up the Indian telecom sector to
private enterprises started in 1991, when
the government separated fixed and value-
added services, allowing private operators
in both the fields. From 1995, these private
operators started mobile services in
different circles, but increasingly became
financially weak due to many reasons like
huge installation cost of infrastructure,
license fees, spectrum usage charge, low
subscriber density because of high cost of
mobile-handsets as well as incoming and
outgoing call charges. Hence, a regulatory
authority (Telecom Regulatory Authority
of India, or TRAI) was established on 20th
February 1997 to estimate the situation,
regulate telecom services and tariffs and to
ensure fair competition among the players.

Then the NTP-1999 was formulated and
it was decided that these private enterprises
were to pay a certain percentage of their
revenue to DoT. Initially, it was 15% of
revenue earned which was reduced later.
This revenue sharing model encouraged the
mobile operators to enhance their activity.

As on 31st March 2000, the total number
of mobile subscribers was 1.88 million,
when the whole mobile network was run
by private mobile operators only. At that
time, the landline services were catered by
DoT and MTNL only and the total subscriber
strength was 26.5 million. On 1st October

2000, BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited)
was formed by taking away operations
from DoT, retaining licensing function with
DoT. In the year 2001, MTNL started mobile
services at Delhi and Bombay and next year,
i.e., 2002, BSNL started mobile services in
other telecom circles as a third operator.

Manufacturing Telecom Equipment in
India

All the telecom equipment for both
telegraph services and telephone services
in India were imported from developed
countries till the independence. After
one year of independence, in 1948,
Indian Telephone Industries Limited (ITI
Ltd.), a govt. of India enterprise, started
manufacturing telecom equipment at
Bangalore. Later on, ITI Ltd opened its
manufacturing unit at Raebareli, Naini and
Mankapur in Uttar-Pradesh, Palakkad in

Figure 5: A microwave tower
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Kerala and Srinagar. The units in Mankapur
and Palakkad started manufacturing digital
telephone exchange E-10B in 1984 by
technology transfer from French Telecom
giant CIT Alcatel and later manufactured its
improved version, OCB-283.

Centre for Development of Telematics
(CDOT) was established in August 1984
as an autonomous telecom R&D centre of
DoT, Govt. of India with an aim to develop
our own digital exchange technology of
different small and large sizes to cater the
services in remote villages. They develop the
technology for 128 lines Rural Automatic
Exchange (RAX), 256-line RAX, 512-line
Single Base Module (SBM) and even 10K lines
Multiple Base Module (MBM) exchanges one
after another. ITI Ltd and other government
as well as private companies started
manufacturing these CDOT exchanges
resulting havoc expansion of our telecom
network in rural India within two decades.

At the same time, EWSD from Siemens,
AXE-10 from Ericsson and 5ESS technology
from Alcatel-Lucent were also adopted in
India and the demand of landline services
increases up to 1st decade of this century.
After that, due to successful spread of
mobile technology at affordable rate, the
demand of fixed line services reduced.

For production of underground cables
for telecom networking, Hindustan Cables
Limited (HCL), a government owned
company opened its 1st manufacturing unit
at Rupnarayanpur (West Bengal) in 1952.
Then manufacturing units at Hyderabad and
Naini were also opened by HCL.

Hindustan Teleprinter Limited (HTL)
was established at Madras in 1960. The
teleprinters  manufactured from this
company was used in telex services by
various government and private enterprises.

The Evolution of Transmission
Technology

Telephone exchanges take care of
switching  functions connecting and

50 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2023

disconnecting  subscribers  desire  to
communicate as per their need.Transmission
technology takes care of carrying the signal
from one subscriber end to the other
subscriber end through different paths
between different telephone exchanges.
These paths constitute the telecom
network. A subscriber is connected with its
nearest exchange by Access Network. This
nearest exchange is connected with the
main exchange of a city by Metro Network

Figure 6: Mobile cell phone tower

which is in turn connected with the main
exchange (Trunk Automatic Exchange [TAX])
of another city by National Long-Distance
Network. Initially all these lines were
underground copper cables of different
thickness for flowing analogue signals. A
pair of wire was used for each subscriber to
connect with its nearest exchange. To carry
this voice signal from one city to another
city, experiments were going on in different
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countries by using open wire (like Telegraph
wire) 12 channel transmission, based on
Frequency Division Multiplexing (FDM).
In India, the first Subscriber Trunk Dialling
(STD) services started between Lucknow
and Kanpur in 1960, with the help of this 12-
channel transmission system.

In 1975, the city exchange and Andheri
exchange of Bombay was connected
digitally by using Pulse Code Modulation
(PCM) through copper cables. A pair of such
cable could carry 30 digital voice channels.
In the next year, i.e, in 1976 the Digital
Microwave system was used to connect two
exchanges. This wireless system contained a
number of PCM links bearing a total 900 to
2700 channels.

Coaxial cables with varying capacities
from 300 to 2700 channels were laid
between cities and suitable systems were
installed depending on the traffic. These
systems were mostly imported from NEC
Japan. Finally, optical fibre cable (OFC)
having huge bandwidth was first used in
1979 to connect the telephone exchanges in
Pune with its main exchange TAX. So, more
people could participate in conversation at
the two ends of such transmission system.

The OFC system developed a huge
capacity in last few decades. Initially, only
four PCM bearing a total of 120 channels
could pass through a pair of fibre cables. That
means only 120 persons in one side could
talk to 120 persons of other side through a
pair of optical fibre cable. Now with the help
of DWDM technology, a pair of optical fibre
cable carries 80 different wavelengths of
light (LASER) and each wavelength carries
100 Gbps. This flow of huge data enables us
to make video calls.

To connect the remote and inaccessible
areas, satellite links were established
in 1980, with the help of INTELSAT, a
multinational satellite service provider.
Andaman & Nicobar, Lakshadweep, Ladakh
and Aizwal were connected through the
1st Satellite Earth Station established in

Sikandrabad (UP) in that year. Thereafter,
the Indian geostationary satellite INSAT-TA
was launched on 10th April 1982, but due to
a series of failure, it was abandoned within
6 months. When INSAT-1B was successfully
launched in August 1983, more remote areas
came under Indian telecom network. Many
satellites in the INSAT series were launched
in subsequent years which increasingly
improved the bandwidth and channel
capacity, though it is negligible compared to
OFC. Hence, to provide high-speed internet
services, the 2300 km submarine optical
fibre cable was laid between the mainland
and Andaman & Nicobar in 2020.

Internet & Mobile Technology

In 1995, VSNL started public internet
services and the private enterprises entered
into the market within 3 years, first through
dial-up technology with a low speed of 56
Kbps and then through ADSL technology,
improving the speed to 256 Kbps and above
(Broadband).

ADSL technology used through copper
cables could not give us a download speed
more than 2-4 Mbps and so the copper
cables were replaced by OFC, resulting
100 Mbps internet download speed. This

is called Fibre to
The Home (FTTH)
technology, by
which broadband

and landline
telephone  both
services can be

provided at home.
Forinternet access,
a Wi-Fi router cum
modem is installed
at subscriber point

by the Internet
Service  Provider
(ISP).

Figure 7: Modern cell phone handset
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The development of digital mobile
technology in India from 2G in 1990s to 4G
in 2012 is beyond imagination and is moving
forward to 5G now to interconnect billions
of devices starting from door locks, to cars to
refrigerators giving rise to internet of things
(IoT). With the help of huge bandwidth
connectivity and loT it has now become
possible for a surgeon to conduct surgery
through a robot using internet, sitting far
away from the patient.

The initiative to provide digital cellular
technology (2G), with a data speed of 64
Kbps started in 1990s in India allowing
multiple users to use a single channel via two
types multiplexing, namely, Time Division
Multiple Access (TDMA) and Code Division
Multiple Access (CDMA). The 1st generation
(1G) analogue cellular technology was in
operation in other countries from 1980s
whichusedtoallocateachannelorfrequency
to each subscriber by frequency division
multiple access (FDMA) and was used for
voice only. The 2G technology enhanced the
services to send SMS messages as well.

The GSM, which is nothing but a TDMA
system, was further improved in efficiency
and capacity by incorporating General
Packet Radio Service (GPRS) which provides
faster data rates by aggregating several
time slots into a single bearer. In addition to
circuit switched data services provided by
2G system, this enhanced version provided
support for packet switched data services as
well and called pre-3G or 2.5G technology.
Further improvement in voice services,
higher data speed (>2Mbps) for support of
multimedia services were made with the
help of Universal Mobile Telecommunication
System (UMTS) and CDMA-2000 and named
as 3G Technology.

52 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2023

According to International Tele-
communication Union (ITU), a 4G network
requiresamobiledevice capabletoexchange
100 Mbps data for high mobility and 1 Gbps
data for low mobility communication. This
was achieved in India in 2012 first by BSNL
in Kolkata and thereafter adopted by private
players till now, by introducing Orthogonal
Frequency Division  Multiple  Access
(OFDMA) and SC-FDMA (Single Carrier-
FDMA) technology. Inclusion of Multiple
Input Multiple Output (MIMO) technology
resulted a maximum downlink speed of 1
Gbps and uplink speed of 500 Mbps.

Tillnow, all the telecom service providers
make use of radio frequency waves to send
and receive data. To have at least 10 times
more bandwidth than 4G for catering more
consumers with enormous speed, millimetre
waves are to be used in 5G having densely
populated small antennas using small cell
structures. This dense network called HetNet
(Heterogeneous Network) will not require
separate towers. This 5G service will be
initially available in cities only and may not
be covered when we travel long distances
from a city to another city crossing remote
villages through highways.

References:

1. Technology Digest, April-2018 & May- 2018,
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India.

2. Telecom Infrastructure and services in India,
K. J. Chako, ITS, Chief General Manager
(BSNL).

3. Personal communication from Somnath
Maity, Chief General Manager (BSNL),

4. C. R. Vignesh, 'Overview on Generations of
Network: 1G, 2G, 3G, 4G, 5G, International
Journal for research in emerging sc. & tech, vol-
3, special issue-1, NCRTCT'16.



HERITAGE MATTERS J

The Ahalya Jain-Land: Jamgram and Punchra

Giridhari Sarkar

Retired Assistant Teacher, Putsuri Iswarprasanna Institution

Punchra and Jamgram fall under the
Barabani Police Station in the district of
Paschim Barddhaman. Punchra is situated
at a distance of 20 km. from Asansol via
Domohani. Five thousand people live
here. Presently sixty Jain Sarak families
live here with others. Besides, many other
communities like Vaishnava, Rajput, Shunri,
Goala, Kayastha, Bauri live here in this
locality. In spite of that, it is the Saraks who
are greater than others in number. The
Jain seekers or worshippers who lived a
sincere life by travelling for the whole day,
begging alms from the common people,
eating only once a day, worshipping their
religious deities or gurus after the sunset,
were referred to as ‘Shraman’s. On the other
hand, those believers of Jainism who served
these Shramans and Tirthankars even
after performing household duties, were
‘Shrabak’s. The term ‘Sarak’ to refer to them
has been derived from‘Shrabak’itself. One of
the most senior and respected Saraks of this
place, Arun Kumar Sarak and his grandson
Rishav who studies in class VI have helped
us a lot by taking part in this field survey. We
are grateful to them and also to seventy-five
other local people. Many of the Saraks now
use the title ‘Maji’ Even today, the greatest
number of Saraks most probably resides in
the district of Purulia.

At first, we arrived at the Guptadham
Ashram in the middle of the Jamgram forest
which is at a distance of about 5 km. from
Punchra.We visited the small, shortin stature

but stout Siddheswar Shiva Temple made
of pumice stone. This not-so-big temple
stands at the height of only six to seven feet
from the ground and has one dome. This is
an exceptional temple with only three to
four feet radius. According to the local Jain
beliefs, this temple actually belongs to the
ancient Jain Tirthankar Siddharthanath
who was Mahabir’s father. Upon observing
the temple, it can be assumed that it has
reached its present state from some very
ancient temple made of pumice stone
and the Shiva-linga made of touchstone
located inside. It has been founded within
a past few decades. This ancient temple
has been named ‘Siddheswar Temple’ to
keep up a resemblance with the fact that
this was founded in the commemoration of
Tirthankar Siddharthanath. This claim by the
local people is not something to be ignored
especially because the pumice stones used
in building the temple are its greatest
evidence.

The Ajay River located at a close
distance is the sacred river of Jainism and
its real name is Wrijupalika. The ancient
Jain village named ‘Jombhiyo' has been
turned into today’s Jamgram' as a result of
linguistic corruption. But where are more
realistic evidences of this claim? Have they
got extinct because of the continuous and
limitless coal mining on these rich lands?
Or, are they still latent under the ground
like the sleeping Ahalya and are eagerly
waiting for their retrieval? It is because this
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Radh region is located beside Ajay River on
the Eastern border of Chota Nagpur which
is again located in the western part of the
undivided Barddhaman district. The regions
of Jamgram and Punchra fall under the
southern Radh lands of the Barabani police
station on the borders of Asansol.

Such a large and widespread region
referred to as Chota Nagpur Valley is covered
with forests and hills and is rich in natural
resources. Right from the ancient times,
the tribal people like these Saraks have
mostly been the dwellers here. Sidho and
Kanho have emerged from these kinds of
communities. Naturally it was not likely that
Shaiba religious beliefs would be established
among them at that point of time, let alone
the introduction of the worshipping of Shiva.

In the recent past as well, the
creations and relics of ancient Jainism
and Buddhism have been converted into
mementos of Hinduism by force. During
the rule of the Mughals, the Pathans and
the Muslims, the greatest number of, or
more precisely, uncountable architectural
creations belonging to Hinduism and other
religions were destroyed. The idols and
other components found there were used
in the interior and exterior building and
decoration of their own religious creations.
Such instances are the religious creations
of Zafar Khan Gazi at Tribeni in Hooghly
and of Adina in Malda. Quite similarly, such
instances of the Hindu Empire are strewn in
Bengal and in the whole of India, and even
in the district of Barddhaman.

Let us now look away from Punchra-
Jamgram in Paschim Barddhaman and focus
on the Eastern side of Barddhaman. At a
temple building in Babladihi village under
Mangalkot Police Station, a naked, standing
idol— of approximately three feet height
and made of black stone— of the thirteenth
Tirthankar Shantinath is being worshipped
daily in the name of Nyangteswar. A fair
and a festival in the name of Nyangteswar
is also organised on the day of Shivaratri. In
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another historical village called Ujani which
falls under the same Police Station and which
finds a mention in Mangal-Kavya, a fully
structured idol of Tirthankar Shantinath was
found. It is now preserved in the Museum of
Kolkata. Shankari is the sustaining deity of
the Shankari village— under Khandaghosh
area— which is filled with temples. The
present name of this village is after her. Butits
former name was Basudebpur. Almost in the
middle of the village, on a slightly high land,
there is an idol of Basudev Vishnu standing
in an eight-roofed hut-like structure. It did
not seem that it is regularly worshipped.
Instances of neglect and carelessness are
scattered inside and outside the temple. To
the left, there is a dried up pool attached
to the temple. But, here | would agree to
the point made by a noted Archaeologist
that it is not actually an idol of Vishnu.
Some Buddhist or Jain idol had later been
converted into a Vishnu or Basudeb idol or
more clearly, a Hindu idol. Though there is
no trace of any ancient Jain temple is found
here, a Jain Copper shield was found while
digging the ground at the Bera region in the
archaeological Dainhat locality under Katwa
Police Station in 1885. Pandit Haraprasad
Shastri has identified this shield as a
priceless Jain noupaijji or nabapadpratima.
He has explained the script of the shield and
declared that it was created approximately
around 1397 Bangabda (Bengali year).
The goodness, virtue and piety that can
be earned as a result of worshipping all
Jain Tirthankars starting from the first Jain
Tirthankar Rishavdeb to the twenty-fourth
Tirthankar Mahabir Barddhaman; can be
attained by worshipping this noupajji in the
Bengali month of Ashwin.

Our investigations continued for the
whole day. Many traces of Jainism are
found scattered almost in all the parts of
this area. There is a vertical and rectangular
monument made of stone found standing
on the ground by the road towards
Gourandi in Jamgram. This monument is
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five feet high and by average estimate, two
feet wide in the middle; and is made of
sand-stone. The decayed symbol of a lion
in the upper portion can still be recognised.
In the middle of the inside portion of the
monument, there is the image of a moving
man inscribed to the right. The debris of
many broken stones beside that has been
referred to by the local people as a broken
Jain temple. Just a few years ago, there was
another such monument by its side, but it
has vanished now. The local people, the MP,
the MLA, and the Government officials are
requested to conserve and preserve these
priceless, ancient and historical assets with
proper care as soon as possible. It would be
better if such a collected idol is established
inside the Radhamadhav temple located at
a little distance by the road. It isimmediately
needed to be done. This region is called
Sarishatali. This great monument is left
uncared for in sheer negligence on an open
field to the left of the road towards Gourandi.

There is the premise of the
Radhamadhav Temple beside that where
a broken black-coloured idol of Adinath is
being worshipped along with a huge idol of
Mahadev. Other things such as the topmost
pitcher of the Jain temple, the idol of an
apsara or beautiful lady of the Paradise and
an ancient statue of an ox made of black
stone are found there. On the other end of
the premise, Jain Sadhika Chakreswari Devi
whois the contemporary of Jain-guru Adidev
and whose idol is approximately one and a
half feet high and five inches wide; is being
worshipped like Devi Durga. According to
Jain beliefs, each of the Tirthankars had one
or two Sadhikas. The first or most ancient of
all the Tirthankars was Adidev or Rishavdev
whose main Sadhika was this goddess.
Another name attributed to this goddess is
Adhisthayak (Founding) Devi or Shamshan
(Crematory) Devi. She is also considered
the guardian goddess of Rishavdev. Garurh
is her carrier. Usually, varied forms of this
goddess with four, eight, ten or twelve hands

are seen. In the equally divided number of
hands on both sides, the goddess is usually
seen with a chakra, a garland, a bajra, a
sword, a bow; and abhay or barabhay mudra.
The goddess has ten hands here. In this
rare-looking stone idol, two hands on the
two sides in the lower portion have come
down in the form of abhay mudra and one
of the hands is kept on the head of an apsari
standing on the right and the other is on
the head of an apsara standing on the left,
both being comparatively smaller than the
goddess herself, and both resting on a plane
level equal to her pedestal. On the next
lower level, there are a jaksha and a jakshi on
the two sides. If we go a bit forward, there
is a well-decorated Dharmaraj-pedestal in
a closer corner by the road where several
small and big Jain idols are placed around a
pedestal made of stone on upper and lower
levels and are worshipped. Most of these
are the idols of Jain Tirthankars. Over the
head of these well-built idols and by their
sides as well, several other beautiful idols of
gandharba, gandharbi, apsara and apsari of
various sizes and shapes, are preserved here.
On the way to Punchra from Jamgram, via
the Vaishnava-predominated Bairagipara,
there are two Jain mementos conserved on
two platforms made of sandstone placed
vertically under the open sky. These have
faded to a certain extent. The platforms
are of approximately six feet height and
are rectangular in shape. On these two
stone-made platforms, the images of
Tirthankar Mahabir along with his disciples
are engraved. In the image, the complete
figures are seen in a dedicative manner
engaged in the sadhana of attaining the
final destination or Kaibalya.

On the way from Gourandi to
Domohani, there is Kandeswar Shiva
temple by the road on the left side amidst
the forests adjacent to Kapista. Its antiquity
can be easily speculated at by looking at
the foundational rocks surrounding this
grounded temple. According to the local
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Jains here, the Kundeswar Jain temple built
by the forest-wanderer Jains of the past
was later converted into Kandeswar Shiva
temple. Siddharthanath who belonged
to the lkshaku dynasty, was the king of
Kundalpur under Baishali which is presently
situated in Bihar. His queen was Trishala,
the princess of Lichhwabi dynasty. The
Ikshaku dynasty was established by Adinath
or Rishavnath who was later known as the
first Jain Tirthankar. King Siddharthanath
and Queen Trishala were devotees of the
twenty-third Jain Tirthankar Parshwanath.
Their son or the Prince later grew up to be
the twenty-fourth Jain Tirthankar Mahabir.
As he was renowned as the God and pride of
his birth-place Kundalgram, the temple was
named Kundeswar as a tribute to him.

The village was given the name‘Punchra
because there were five temples with
pinnacle or peak surrounding it in the past.
In the present time, if one enters the village
via Asansol, s/he would find the Mahabir
Digambar Jain Sarak Uchha Vidyalaya to the
left. The Vidyalaya was founded in the year
1940 to commemorate the 25th hundredth
Nirvana Utsav of Jain-guru Bhagaban
Mahabir and was later fully evolved in
1977. By its side, there is only one temple
and place of worship of Mahabir Swami, a
temple which is the newer version of those
five ancient temples.

In the inner sanctum of this temple,
several idols which belong to Jainism
and are made of sandstone are found
to be worshipped. There are several
wonderful platforms made of stone on
which some apsara-apsari, gandharba-
gandharbi, kinnar-kinnari that are usually
found to be placed near the pedestal of
the main idol of the Jain Tirthankar or by
its two sides; are engraved. A stone-made
panel of several lined up Tirthankars in
the act of worshipping are also found. It is
also noteworthy that a few stone-made
idols of the Tirthankars are conserved and
worshipped here as well. The stone-made,

7
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8/9 inches long idol of the twenty-fourth
Tirthankar Mahabir Swami is seated on
Padmasana along with his emblem of a lion.
The twenty-third Tirthankar Parshwanath
or Pareshnath, 3/2 inches in length and
breadth, is seated on Khargasana. His head is
ornamented with a snake. The snake resides
as his garland and as a result, even many
knowledgeable people mistake him for the
idol of Lokeswar Vishnu. The most attractive
idol here is the beautiful idol of Tirthankar
Parshwanath which is approximately
thirteen and half inches in height and ten
and half inches in breadth.

The village is quite big, so is the Mouja.
It is divided into eighteen localities. J. L.
No. - 21. Post Office: Kelejora. No Muslims
live here. This remarkable region is
predominated by Jains along with Hindus
and Vaishnavas. There are several temples
of various gods and goddesses, and an
ancient Tulsi Mancha in the middle of the
village. In a nearby place called Shashthitala,
five Jain idols are conserved side by side
on a rectangular platform made of cement,
close to the lower portion of a wall. In the
middle, there is a partially broken stone-
made idol of Chakreswari Devi which is
approximately five feet by two and a half
feet in measurement. To her left side,
two and on her right, other two; and
therefore, four comparatively smaller idols
are placed. To the immediate right, there is
a stone-made idol of Parshwanath which is
three feet by one and a half feet, standing
with a snake-garland around his neck. To
the extreme right, there are two stone-made
panels placed vertically and inside them, two
idols of Mahabir performing Padmasana—
measuring two and a half by one and a half
inches— are found.

Of the two idols to the left of
Chakreswari Devi, the first is three by one
and a half feet. It is so broken and distorted
that the Tirthankar’s identity could not be
found out. To the extreme right, there is an
idol of Khargasanaa-Parshwanath up to the
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waist and it is three by one and a half feet.

Towards the West on the outskirts of
the village, there is a banyan tree under
which on a low, circular cemented platform,
an ancient Shiva-linga, two standing idols
measuring two and a half by one feet of
Kuber and Parshwanath respectively that
look untainted and beautiful, are found
placed surrounding the stem of the banyan
tree. There is an idol of Mahabir as well.
Moreover, things like idols of apsara-apsari,
a broken head of Mahabir’s idol are also
conserved here. Among all these idols,
the most remarkable one is the beautifully
crafted idol of Kuberdev which is seated and
is found to be three by one and a half feet. It
is very interesting to note that on the sides
of one beautiful-looking idol of Parshwanath
Dev which has two snake-garlands around
its neck, there can be traced a later attempt
at creating two more hands of stone to give
it the form of a Hindu Shiva idol.

If we take the walking path through
the agricultural fields to the West and move
forward along the narrow lane amidst
the fields, we would reach a bit high land
surrounded by forests and weeds and on
that ground, there is an uneven hut made
of sandstone. Arun Sarak informed us that
it used to be a place of worship for the Jain
Tirthankars. Even today, the wall on the
three sides and the rooftop of the ground
floor are intact. It used to be a three-storey
house, now it has only one storey with
only one room. A huge rock has been set
up, covering the walls on the two sides,
on the North-facing entrance. As a result,
it has turned into a cantilever hanging to
the outer side to a great extent. The floor
is of mud, and it seems to have remained
the same from the ancient times. The Jain
Sadhaks used to worship in this room during
the day and resided on the upper storey at
night. This Upasana Kaksha is approximately

seven feet high and almost rectangular. The
walls on the three sides are approximately
seven feet wide. All the rocks in the walls are
intact. The rocks that are broken outside are
fixed or connected with the help of an iron
handle. Close to this place of worship amidst
the forests, the remnants of some extinct
temples that were scattered in front, are
found. Amid those ruins, two stone-made
platforms measuring four feet by three feet
are placed. Within each of these platforms,
two idols are found to have been placed in
two vertically divided sections. In one of
the platforms, an idol of Adidev Rishavnath
seated on Padmasana is found in each of the
two sections. He has matted or untangled
hair on his head and by his side in the lower
level, is his emblem, the ox. In the other
platform, the upper section is found to be
broken, while in the lower section, Mahabir
Barddhaman is found seated on Padmasana.

These priceless symbols of our past
heritage and tradition— have been wasted
and destroyed, to a great extent— due
to lack of care and negligence. Stalwarts
like Paresh Dasgupta, Shailendranath
Samanta from the University of Burdwan
have surveyed in this region. Very recently
the Director of the Indian Archaeological
Department, Kolkata, Shubha Majumdar;
and at different periods of time, various
public representatives, Government officials
and historians have visited this resourceful
place. Yet, septuagenarian Arun Kumar
Sarak who had dug out this archaeological
land with his own hand and handed idols
of Jain Tirthankars over to Paresh Dasgupta
for the State Archaeological Museum of
Kolkata; continues to accompany every
familiar and unfamiliar visitor as a guide and
a companion— with the wish if somebody
comes to awaken the latent and apparently
sleeping Ahalya Jain-Land by giving it a
proper recognition and illumination.
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" World Environment Day

The  Asiatic  Society, Kolkata,
celebrated World Environment Day, 2023
at the premises of the Society on the
6th June 2023. Professor Swapan Kumar
Pramanick, President, garlanded the bust
of Vidyasagar.The Welcome Address was
delivered by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti,
General Secretary. These events were
followed by an elaborate lecture on the
topic by Dr. Asok Kanti Sanyal, Treasurer
(Acting) and an address by the President.
Events such as Sit & Draw Competition for
Children, Extempore Speech Competition
and Quiz Competition were also organised
in line with the theme of the event, which
was attended by the official and staff
members of the Society. As part of the
closing ceremony the Vote of Thanks
was delivered by Shri Shyam Sundar

Bhattacharya, Philological Secretary. The
programme concluded with the prize
distribution ceremony. All the events in
the competition were well-arranged by
Dr. Shakti Mukherjee, Research Officer-in-
Charge and her associates in the Academic
Section.

———

Participants of Sit & Draw Competition with the
Council Members and Staff Members

" Indira Gandhi Memorial Lecture

Swami Suparnananda Maharaj,
Secretary, Ramakrishna Mission
Institute of Culture, was awarded
Indira Gandhi Memorial Lectureship
for the year 2022 for his significant
contribution in the field of cultural
pluralism. The Asiatic Society,
Kolkata, organised this Memorial
Lecture in the Humayun Kabir Hall
of the Society on 22nd June 2023
from 3.00 p.m. Professor Swapan

Kumar Pramanick, President,
introduced the Chief Guest
Swami  Suparnananda  Maharaj

and felicitated him. Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, General Secretary,
welcomed the guests. Then Swami
Suparnananda Maharaj delivered

———

L to R : Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, Swami

Suparnananda Maharaj and Professor Swapan

Kumar Pramanick

Lecture on ‘Living Meaningful Life! After
that, the President delivered his address. The
programme was concluded with the Vote
of Thanks given by Dr. Asok Kanti Sanyal,

the Indira Gandhi Memorial Treasurer (Acting).
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Birth Centenary Celebration of Mrinal Sen

—

L to R: Shri Goutam Ghosh, Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick,
Shri Samik Bandyopadhyay, Shri Sanjay Bhattacharya and Dr. Asok Kanti Sanyal

The Asiatic Society, Kolkata in collaboration with
Rekha Chitram, Salt Lake and Eisenstein Cine Club, Gorky
Sadan has celebrated Birth Centenary of eminent film
director Mrinal Sen at the Rajendralala Mitra Bhavan, Salt
Lake. The programme was inaugurated on 24th June at
4.30 p.m. Shri Arun Kumar Chakraborty, Principal, Rekha
Chitram and Shri Goutam Ghosh, Programme Officer of
Gorky Sadan, introduced the speakers. Dr. Satyabrata
Chakrabarti, General Secretary of the Society delivered
the Welcome Address. Shri Samik Bandyopadhyay, Shri
Goutam Haldar and Shri Sanjay Bhattacharya spoke on Shri Arun Kumar
the occasion. They emphasised on the vision and mission Chakraborty
of Mrinal Sen through the lens. They also discussed about
the imageries, cinematography and the way of building characters in his films and
how much great impact Sen left in the history of Indian cinema by his creations.
After that, in presence of many dignitaries, the documentary film ‘With Mrinal Sen;
directed by Sanjay Bhattacharya and Subrata Bhattacharya was shown. The Vote
of Thanks was given by Dr. Asok Kanti Sanyal, Treasurer (Acting) on that day. The
programme continued for 7 days. During these days, popular works of Mrinal Sen
like, 'Baishey Sravana), 'Oka Oorie Katha' were shown. 30th June was the concluding
day of the programme. The Concluding Programme was started at 4.30 p.m. Dr.
Satyabrata Chakrabarti welcomed the guests. Professor Swapan Kumar Pramanick
presided over the programme. Eminent delegates like Shri Vidyarthi Chatterjee,
Professor Nabinananda Sen, Shri Someswar Bhowmik and Dr. Adhrisya Kumar spoke
on Mrinal Sen and his films.

—

MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2023 | 59




BOOKS FROM READER'S CHOICE J

Fwcae e el JReTIE o1 8
fTeME (9 (712, ©IKe o e &3
O3 e A | @ Toaky el
TENETE GEce AN AT
e “riiceT, fow @2 viEa oy e
QINE W W AN e Fne-aF
QAR O TNG-AG-qefes (2ffFs
TOO! Iy (AR O NS ©ob!
Ao AR e eIt AN
5617 5% 99 [ Aeb1? zE |

IR Y2 TS, AT GG
Aq G S AU, @ TS I
@ELFME oAl A3 qF AT FECRA
SR e e zwfed aNeReE
YN g AR wdie sp00-aF AR |
GF M AR G AR_GE SR, TR
RS FEN, (TS ST QO AR
TARE IR QAR Arefes
I IDRAOE TH AR ARG e
RCW, SIE RTS8 (TIM Il v |
HFEAE AT D AN AR
@I i TP FCAmRET ear sifee,
58 ab! gofqota =183 GBIt AT |

ATFA ! Forrated 2w Foiws,

60 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2023

eI PrETica
FINCARA 6ot

v - AR 87 € MFIFIR e
A : AFOIY, FEAFTS!, 2020

SR © S

6 O TR

o AR ez o S wree
T AN W e s
8 SRR qIql AT AT R |
TS TRAM (VRFAR (Sbrud-5509)-9F
A QTR | @ @R RO ceiw e
RIS, e *erd gor WtE | 93
TNER T NEey T (2fed s93¢)
@ @& AR deids S FqRKme |
e @ Ui I TEd s da
ORYE e, OFE @O R SIgE
TEEF L 1 ST OIF JIAT ST AT
Ty TS, ©fF Abere @3 A B
e, *8 I goeEa o T
AT AT (AL AT |

oivE eqd s S esq i
T (T MR 93 @I 2@ “dmelfer
TS TACA,  AF AN TR
oo A @3 S 2@ ANcIRT Ffe
qfced e “wewred TAfe 79,
AN TAfe 7 et [wifas
I @2 SN | ZTFS SR (+T14T (A2
a3 ey T AT AN IHAAN
ool @ eqma T8y : “ANCRER (GBIt
@ T Wiewl e Seafe, (7 397
A PATACT T 7317 G2 3R



B0OOKS FROM READER'S CHOICE J

oy O, @t F @3o @ AERER
CARAR BIAN (reifere fFeaa TN
T T

qEE IR G @ ANCRER
e “gaEre-Sa-Jafwe (Sbo8) &
32 wesd | eqn B A ANRAE
s e o5 IR o &y ;. @3
AE AR ORedires Jfeam ¢
AqTe  JFACR  ICA? ARS!  GIRCA
oo eprsjfel Sorfa o fof o
e e Qe 2feEe « [aw
e e Teq aNItE @Il SR |
A =g wal @32 @R 8 R
e @ ANeIREE Tenced [qe
RTsad e Qe A0 AE SR
JFICZ A T |

@ RV Yeredl @il AR
TS (TeTSl  JETRCEN? AR
VOO T BeA-BA-FAN -G T4
F? IR @ foer @ ffes
QN Sfe Wored AN i A FE
O GM6Y PRI WA FAR ; “OqAced
THAE TR HOATS AT FHORIGIES
TS IS N AR A |

ARG W AR e — 2 TS
AR WO §F AT N0

T TR, 8 PN TACE QLT
T WS 2 (@H? @R A ofF
o — T2 SIS THNETSR 2l F2Te
@ FE W @7 wlaced [OIE orm
o e @i@e @™ radical TR IW
J IR GRT©’(F fof] It
TVRIAT A Qo I A0 |
S AT A AER G2OE@ I@ IR—
TR OISR E-eFon  AfFSC
FY Tl @ el fofE g age
TR | TIFAEE FCAT OFCed AN
TGS | 93 ISE@E (FIAIBIR ANHRCS
e ¢ o TRy [Ree wel @
A 3 |

TS B e @7 ¢ wagaa
e e 92 e Ameifer
PR G (A AN -
OF g N@E 2 T, @ WGl A0S
I AR M1

I TG
TP S AAFSAGHE GGoI
W afifbs ez

MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2023 | 61



BOOKS PROCESSED DURING THE LAST MONTH I

Books processed during the last month

Ban
090
P988 a.s.p

Hfel-atifees vizeiae e

551 @ B1; Al e
e, ARE Fg e
AIFAR A | - FoTPre]
CTIA, 5828 |

evos.; 3 (AN (BN
68163) (26.06.23)
ISBN : 978-93-82433-85-9

W :Yeo.00 ED

Ban
294.5512
S443b

Rl el

SIATeT F SR/ (GRS
Pzl | - el ; K YT
©lgld, 050 |

3599.; 22 G (B16186)
(11.05.23)

AZAG! ¢ 7). 258-354

ISBN : 978-93-87800-40-3

ﬂﬂ]:ooqooﬁFﬂ

Ban
294.5924
B575s

G AST | FUgE | (TS |
09

AIH AN 9 e
TR ; A, AIE ST
g (1A% gl | - 33+

Asian Section

AR S 7FRe | - (FlerFrol:
L B fTrafl, 209 |

88b%.; 23 (I (B16187)
(11.05.23)

AN LM, 2033

36T : 8¢0.00 BIF

Ban
305.0954
K96a

T G =T A @A,

SRl SfS@e SEI5IY |
- FEPTS! ¢ ST, 2038
(5835 IB™N)

€3y 33 (A (BN
68158) (19.06.23)
ISBN : 978-93-81345-36-1

367 : 800.00 BIF

Ban
398.2049144
S1921

A bGe!

T GG @ FIACID
SIG /AAT 5FTST | - 5F
IO 7R | -FETRNO] & O],
2033 |

©0E.; 13 (Il (B16169)
(12.04.23)

YL : 7. 939-95Y

G ; 7. ©va-vece
ISBN : 978-81-954523-0-9

367 : 800.00 BIF

62 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2023

Ban
398.2049144
T582s
2¢c

fofi 72e sEFaet

T (EIFAH S 5H 1
wifrgel/fefim aa¢ s@ae! |
- (FFFTS! W FFASI,
3039 |

su,5a89).: oa; 23 @I
(B16182-23)

g?ﬂ:oocnooﬁﬁﬁ

Ban
732.441405
S187s.s

A Aa Agog @ Bfe2PHbl

$503-358b; T G
8 (¥ (ol Ao | -
57 fwdloE  weame aiw
FETE, 2058 |

sa0%.; 23 (AR (BN
68159) (19.06.23)
ISBN : 978-81-924660-4-0

6T : $9¢.00 BIF

Ban
791.5
S957p

e S

9o o7 2fege/qe
S | -FeFTe] ; Gnfvet
ST, 2033 |




BOOKS PROCESSED DURING THE LAST MONTH J

svor.: f5@; 23 ¢Af¥
(B16173) (08.05.23)
RSP

6T : $¢0.00 BIF

Ban
891.2
B814s

GVl HLEIPAI

FLFO (A PETA  SS
(ATF YW *oTl/ 2T
(AT I O ol ; B
GBI | - SRRl : JRCAS
ARferiw, i 8 |

svoe.; s» (AN (BN
68160) (19.06.23)
ISBN : 978-81-943215-4-5

& Rv0.00 GBI

Ban
891.432
K214b

2 IO

©E2F AT wFCAT;
QI ST oA ; TY I,
I G e FIHl A -
(FEFI! 2 AR, 2025 |

se, o0 9. 3y (A
(B16181) (11.05.23)

0¥ FIOTI (L 2
T AT OEEIF  FRCT

IS I Sef v |
ISBN : 978-93-91058-02-1

SFU 00,00 %]?ﬁ]‘

Ban
891.444
B212

IHAY WIIF IO I
3038-3033;
G, ¥, M 2 ; Ol

Tolme : fafee caiF -
QT I LT
«mifos EIPE, 203y |
$9,99¢7.; 9 (AN
(B16170) (12.04.23)
ISBN : 978-984-35-1770-8

36T : R00.00 Bl

Ban
891.447
D286a

REIL 9154 : Bfora;

I 8 TR S
EA | - FeFTO! ¢ T,
5835 (R03%)

vovr9.; 29 (AN (BN
68162)
AR : 5. cae-avd
agolfE : 7. eerv-e>o
1 7). @58-vobr
ISBN : 978-93-90717-59-0
6T : 3300.00 G

Ban
925.0954
D536b
6¢

Aol AT

IR TARI § GF SN
STy festda i/ do
@ - Forel ;T ef s
GG, 2081

ve7).; XX I (B16030-
35) (25.10.22)

& 200.00 G

Ban
928.0954
T582s
2c
fefim <=l bararal
SR T S A G
¢ v /fefig 499 vwao! | -

TR : T S, 039 |
$3,€5%. : aRe (Ffex);

22 (AfS (B16184-85)
(11.05.23)

& & 200.00 B

Ban
934
H657h

23l o9 i

(@ Trore F9 Fe/famike
P D | - nfFeel riers:
(ETIF, R0 |

8287, : o@ : Waba; 23
(ifSl (B16188) (11.05.23)

4 : 9. 803-838
ISBN : 978-93-5457-305-7
36T : 800.00 BIF
Ban
934
H657s
fasics i s

RPCTa ARG/ F2e T4
TR | - wfEEd e o3 ¢
(T, 2033 |

8387.; 3 (AW (B16191)
(11.05.23)
ISBN : 978-93-5607-402-6

36T : 800,00 G

Ban
954
H657b

fastice Folia Tl

Q21 ST WieEcs Tele
Tead ¢ Iy (AT
o1/ fZRS TR AGFE | -
FCANES Tge) ALFR | - wfEpel
eiers(3 ¢ f2migs TR T
Qe gl TP, 03 |

MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2023 | 63



BOOKS PROCESSED DURING THE LAST MONTH '

4%%.; X3 (i1 (B16189)

ORI UM BL R
36T : vo.00 Bl

Ban
954
M181b

TG (S
(5T SCATGIT © SIfRLa
g 2 ve /TTE e d |
- IR ;BT 00 |
v,8507). ¢ fHaReEl; 22 @I
(B16168) (12.04.23)
AGAG! : 7). 95 S-0pY
ORI @ 9. ©na-850
ISBN : 978-93-89876-77-2
SE]’ . voo,00 T;‘R?I

Ban
954.14
P981p
2c
eTE PR b
AFPRT (AT Fra ot/
{FTE AT 5T | - TP
(FITTH, 2033 |
2307, 1 o (3fw); 22 I
(B16117-118)

gfoa |
ISBN : 978-93-94232-04-4

T © 9¢0.00 Bl
Ban

954.14
S981j

IS o

2oz 5919 Apal @
SO RIS O, LT
SHA0-5353 | - FEFOT ;
aAcafre, 2054

64 | MONTHLY BULLETIN, AUGUST, 2023

8,54u7.; 33 (If (BN
68161) (19.06.23)

AT : 7). doa-SeY

AAfB AT ENCEE

AZAG : 7. SvO-dqY

ST AFH, 2003

ISBN : 978-81-8064-254-8

6T ¢ 520.00 B

Ban
954.162
S227d
5 A ]

(3G : afwfet sida/=w<
I P | ool S T,
$83% |

-e; wo7). fHaRE; 2¢ G
(B16171) (12.04.23)

A9 &2 4 BT |

ISBN : 978-93-84101-56-8

ﬂfﬂ 900,00 T‘;‘Mﬁ]’




OUR LATEST ARRIVAL

JOURNAL OF THE
ASIATIC SOCIETY

Vol. LXV, No. 2, 2023

THE ASIATIC SOCIETY
1 PARK STREET @ KOLKATA 700 016

LECTURE

Pandemics : Impact on
Creativity through the Ages
Chandrima Shaha

ARTICLES

An appraisal of Sarikara’s Monism in
the light of Anandamdirtti’s philosophy
Bedabati Chowdhury and
Nabin Kumar Jana
Disciplining the women in Medieval
Kerala : A study of Mannapétmi and
Pulapémi
Shiji K. P.and V. V. Haridas
Sant Kabir and India’s Esoteric
Tradition: A Mystical Journey
Sudeshna Majumder

Historical Analysis of Akbar’s Illiteracy
Tuhina Islam

An emaciated endeavour of a declining
community : Examining the Muslim
community and Muslim activists
in the 19th century Bengal
Md. Masud Akhtar
Sister Nivedita’s Understanding and
Perception of Islam, Islamic Culture
and the Muslims
Anjashi Sarkar
Noise level and Its Impact on the
Quality of Life of the Street Vendors
Komal Singh, U. V. Kiran and
Padmini Pandey

GLEANINGS FROM THE PAST

Journal of a Trip undertaken to explore
the Glaciers of the Kanchunjingah
Group in the Sikkim Himalaya,
in November 1861.

J. L. Sherwill

NOTES ON GLEANINGS

Interrogating  Transit through an

Imperial Lens: Major J. L. Sherwill’s

“Journal of a Trip undertaken to

explore the Glaciers of the

Kanchunjingah Group in the Sikkim

Himalaya, in November 1861.”
Saptarshi Mallick

BOOK REVIEWS

Military Strategy and Diplomatic
Institutions in Ancient India, Anu
Malick, Shubhi Publications, Gurgaon,
2014.

Somnath Mukherjee

Bangla Panjikay Purono Kolkata, Nilay
Kumar Saha (Compiled and edited),
Setu Prakashani, Kolkata, 2022.

Nirmal Bandyopadhyay



< 1800

Published by Dr. Satyabrata Chakrabarti, General Secretary, The Asiatic Society, 1, Park Street, Kolkata 700016,
Phone: 2229 0779, 2229 7251, 2249 7250 E-mail :generalsecretary-ask@asiaticsocietykolkata.nic.in
Web: www.asiaticsocietykolkata.org

Printed at Arunima Printing Works, 81, Simla Street, Kolkata 700 006. E-mail : arunimaprinting@gmail.com




